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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 
I. CARIES OF THE SPINE, FATAL BY HZMORRHAGE 
FROM THE AORTA. 
Under the care of H. W. Futter, M.W. 
Tue following case is an example of a complication which 
sometimes, though rarely, accompanies caries of the bones; 
viz., ulceration of one of the neighbouring arteries. We have 
seen one of the branches of the carotid laid open in caries of 
the jaw, and the hemorrhage from this vessel proved fatal. 
In the subjoined case, however, the original disease was so 


latent, and the history so imperfect, that no acumen in diagno- 


sis could have led to the detection of the state of parts. 
It seems quite clear that the extravasation had occurred after 
the patient's entrance into the Hospital, and that the syn- 
cope noticed on the day subsequent to this was the sign of its 
occurrence. The man then rallied for a short time, the open- 
ing in the vessel being probably closed by a clot, which was 
again detached in the effort which he had been making just be- 
fore his death. 

James G., aged 30, was admitted on June Ist, under Dr. 
Fuller’s care. He was a house-painter, said to be of dissolute 
habits, and had been ill since Christmas, suffering from pain 
in the loins and left hip. This pain was much increased by 
stooping. He complained of inability to empty the bladder, 
but not of pain in micturition. He had had rheumatism once, 
four years ago. He had been able to work till within a few 
days of his admission. At that time he seemed very languid 
and weak; his complexion was very sallow; skin cold and 
moist; tongue pale and furred. The pulse was 120, and very 
weak. The appetite was gone, and he had had but little sleep 
for some nights. He was ordered some opening medicine. 
Next morning, the bowels had not been open, so that the pur- 
gative was repeated. A swelling was now noticed on the left 
side of the abdomen. On getting out of bed to go to stool, 
the patient fainted, and complained of much pain on the left 
side. Next day, the swelling was carefully examined. It 
seemed to be on the left side of the middle line; was solid, 
smooth, and hard to the touch; and extended from the dia- 
phragm to the level of the anterior superior spine of the 
ilium. It was solid, hard, and pulsated visibly ; but no bruit 
was heard. The urine was scanty, and contained lithic acid. 
There was tenderness and pain in the region of the tumour, 
more especially at its lower part. No positive diagnosis of the 
nature of the tumour was arrived at; but it was thought pos- 
sible that it might be an enlarged spleen, deriving pulsation 
from some vessel against which it rested. The blood was 
accordingly examined, and was found to contain an unusual 
quantity of white corpuscles. The bowels were opened by an 
injection, and a morphia draught was administered at night. 
Next day he was better. There was not so much tenderness 
in the abdomen, but much flatus. At 9 p.w. he went to stool, 
and was getting into bed again, when the nurse’s attention was 
called to him, as having suddenly fainted. He died in a 
quarter of an hour. 

On post mortem examination, it was found that the anterior 
surfaces of the two last dorsal and two upper lumbar vertebrae 
were extensively carious ; and in one of these bones a cavity, 
more than half an inch in depth, and of a rounded form, was 





found. The intervertebral discs seemed healthy. The tumour 
which was observed during life was found to have been formed 
by a large clot of blood, firmer in some parts than others, but 
not laminated nor decolorised in any part. The greater part 
of it had about the consistence of currant jelly. A quantity of 
fluid blood was found in the cavity of the peritoneum, but the 
part where this membrane had given way was not discovered. 
In the greater part of its extent, it was stretched firmly over 
the front of the clot. The left kidney was imbedded in the 
clot, and the pancreas and descending colon adhered to it. 

The abdominal aorta was pervious throughout, and lay on 
the right side of the coagulum. Opposite the diseased ver- 
tebrea, there was an ulcerated opening in the coats of the 
aorta, about as large as a silver penny, around which the coats 
of the vessel were thickened, projected into the cavity of the 
vessel, and appeared of a red colour, as though from the effu- 
sion of blood between them. It was observed that this opening 
corresponded exactly to the position of the openings of the 
lumbar arteries out of the aorta. There did not appear to be 
any psoas abscess; and if any pus had been in connexion 
with the diseased bones, its presence was masked by the clot. 

As a companion to this case, we append another case of in- 
ternal bleeding, in this instance from injury, in which the 
same thing took place ; a temporary check being soon followed 
by the reopening of the vessel, and the recurrence of fatal 
hemorrhage. The injury in this latter case was a curious one, 
since the omentum was not adherent below; so that it is diffi- 
cult to conceive why this moveable membrane should give way 
to the blow, in preference to the more fixed viscera with which 
it is connected. 





II, LACERATION OF THE GREAT OMENTUM FROM A BLOW. 
Under the care of E. Currier, Esq. 


John B., aged 44, was admitted on May 19th, under the 
care of Mr. Cutler, having been kicked by a horse just to the 
right of the umbilicus. Some brandy had been given him, 
after which he had vomited. When admitted, he rolled about 
in great agony, and would allow no one to touch the part 
where he had been kicked. There was no swelling. He 
vomited again soon after admission, bringing up the brandy 
and food he had taken. There was no blood in the vomit. 
His face was very pale; pulse slow and weak. Twenty leeches 
were applied to the painful spot; and he was ordered three 
grains of calomel, and one of opium, every three hours. During 
the day he continued very much collapsed, and in great pain. 
He retched much, but was not actually sick. The motions 
and urine were passed free from blood. Next day, his counte- 
nance was less distressed, and he was in less pain; still he 
could bear no pressure on the part. He had been frequently 
sick, but had brought up merely his food. The pulse was 90, 
stronger. One dose only of the draught and of the calomel 
was given this day. Next day (May 2lst) the improvement 
continued. He had not been sick since the previous afternoon, 
though he still retched a good deal. The tenderness of the 
abdomen was less; the pulse fuller; the tongue clean. He 
had passed a fair night. As the bowels had not acted since 
just after his admission, a simple enema was given. 

May 22nd. He was greatly improved. There was no more 
retching ; the tenderness was much less ; the bowels had acted 
four times naturally. During the evening, he had some griping 
pain about the injured part; but this was quite relieved by the 
administration of a grain of opium, with two of calomel, till 
next afternoon, at 2} P.m., when he was seized suddenly with 
faintness, almost leading to fatal collapse, and pain in the 
belly. His pulse was scarcely perceptible, and the sweat 
poured off his body. Restoratives were given, but he con- 
tinued to sink. Distressing vomiting came on, which lasted 
till his death on the following day, at 1 p.m. Calomel and 
opium were given, and he was kept alive by means of brandy; 
but nothing seemed to give him any real relief. _ 

On post mortem examination, a large quantity of blood, 
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partly solid and partly fluid, was found in the cavity of the peri- 
toneum. The surfaces of this membrane did not look inflamed. 
On examination, a laceration was found at the root of the great 
omentum, near its attachment to the small end of the stomach. 
The omentum was here a good deal contused; and several 
small rents existed in it, both in the descending part and in 
the part passing on to the colon. In one of these, a large 
artery was found laid open; and, by pressing on the part, 
grumous blood could be made to start up from the divided 
vessel. The viscera of the abdomen were all uninjured and 
healthy. 





SOUTH LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 
I. PARALYSIS OF THE SIXTH NERVE: OPERATION. 
Under the care of J. Zacnantan LavrENcE, Esq. 


Marrtua H., aged 30, applied at the South London Ophthalmic 
Hospital on February 16th, 1859. About eighteen years ago, 
she was driving herself down a steep hill in the country, when 
the horse ran away: she jumped out of the cart, but her feet 
got caught in its step, and she was in this way dragged head 
downwards from the top of the hill to the bottom. She was 
picked up insensible, and bled a great deal from the mouth, 
throat, and ears. She ultimately recovered completely; but 
the right eye was noticed to “turn” about four and twenty 
hours after the accident, and continued so ever since, notwith- 
standing an operation which, she states, was performed on the 
eye in 1852. The right eye was now inverted to a degree not 
often seen ; the plane of the cornea being turned at right angles 
to its normal position. She possessed the power of moving 
the eyeball slightly in every direction, but outwards. Closure 
of the left eye imparted no additional mobility to the distorted 
one. Her vision with this eye was practically useless, from its 
malposition. 

March 19th. Mr. Laurence divided the internal rectus 
muscle: this was found hard and thickened, and grated dis- 
tinctly under the scissors. On now attempting to evert the 
eye by means of a forceps, it was found as immovable as ever; 
and further examination showed it to be bound down by adhe- 
sions so numerous and so extensive, that it became necessary 
to lay bare the sclerotic to a degree that no surgeon would 
have dared to do in acase of ordinary strabismus. The eye- 
ball was then kept in a central position by a ligature passed 
under the conjunctiva, and fastened by strips of plaister to the 
temple. This gave way during the night, and the eyeball was 
then found considerably inverted again. In fact, in the course 
of the case, several such ligatures had to be reinserted. 

April 22nd. All traces of the operation are gone. The eye 
now turns in, as it would from a moderate squint; but the 
patient is so satisfied with the great improvement of appear- 
ance and vision, that she does not wish any further operation 
for the present. 

Remarks. This was probably a case of paralysis of the sixth 
nerve from intracranial extravasation. The strong and exten- 
sive adhesions noticed in this and other recorded cases are 
analogous to the adhesions formed in the elbow and knee- 
joints, when these have remained in one contracted position for 
any considerable period. 


II. ACUTE RHEUMATIC OPHTHALMIA: RECOVERY UNDER 
MORPHIA TREATMENT. 


Under the care of J. Z. Laurence, Esq. 


Sarah S., a middle aged woman, was admitted to the hospital 
on November 3rd, 1858, suffering from a severe attack of acute 
rheumatic ophthalmia. The sclerotic was intensely injected, 
the conjunctiva slightly : the “ sclerotic zone” was well marked. 
She suffered such intense shooting pain, as to render her quite 
sleepless: this pain she referred to the eyeball, eyebrow, and 
infraorbital region. Her vision was not materially impaired, 
excepting by the excessive pain, which seemed to affect also 
the sight of the sound eye. 

She was ordered to foment the eye frequently with warm 
water, and to take a quarter of a grain of hydrochlorate of 
morphia every third hour. 

November 6th. She took the morphia regularly up to 4 p.m. 
yesterday, when she took the last powder. ‘Towards the 


evening of the 4th, the pain in the eye began to abate: now, 
the severe shooting pains have entirely left her; she experi- 
encing only an aching in the eye when it is exposed to the 
light. The sclerotic vascularity has considerably diminished. 


538 





The eye now rapidly recovered under the treatment of an 
ordinary case of conjunctivitis. 

Remarks. Mr. Laurence has now treated a number of cases 
of inflammation of the sclerotic and iris by morphia, without 
the use of mercury or blood-letting (usually employed in these 
cases). He finds that the majority yield to this very simple 
(morphia) treatment, especially those in which intense pain is 
& prominent symptom ; but that a certain number of cases re- 
main, in which the old plan of treatment is the better to 
pursue. 





ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL. 
CALCULUS IN A CHILD: ALLARTON’S OPERATION. 
By W. W. Moxuay, Esq., Surgeon to the Hospital. 


Freverick W., aged 8, the subject of stone for some time, was 
operated on by the median section, made in the way directed 
by Mr. Allarton, on April 11th, 1859, at noon. The stone was 
ovoid in shape, very rough, and spiculated ; it measured, round 
its longest circumference, two inches anda half. The wound | 
made was hardly an inch in length. The operation was done 
under chloroform, and occupied about three or four minutes. 
Ten minims of tincture of opium were given immediately. 

9 p.m. The finger has been passed three times into the 
bladder, each time followed by a gush of urine. A slip of oiled 
lint was now passed. The laudanum was repeated. 

April 12th. He is quite easy. There is some slight swelling 
about the wound; no abdominal tenderness; pulse 124. 

April 13th. Some urine passed by the natural channel. 

April 14th. The urine comes chiefly through the wound. 
Pulse 104. He was allowed to have beef-tea. 

April 15th. Pulse 94. He was allowed meat. 

April 16th. There is a little edema of the scrotum. 

April 17th. Pulse 94. The bowels have acted; a large 
lumbricus has passed. The edema is nearly gone. 

April 23rd. He has passed most of the urine by the natural. 
passage for the last two or three days. The wound is quite 
healed. 

April 26th. He was discharged from the Hospital, con- 
valescent, on the fifteenth day after the operation. 

I may add my testimony to the truth of the statement Mr. 
Allarton makes in his book, that the anxiety about the case 
ceases, or, at any rate, that it is very slight indeed, after the 
operation. About the operation itself there seems to be no 
difficulty. 








Original Communications. 


ON THE ETIOLOGY OF ASTHMA. 


By HYDE SALTER, M.D.,F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal College: 
of Physicians, and Assistant Physician to Charing 
Cross Hospital. 


Two kinds of Causes of Asthma : I. Causes of the Paroxysms :: 
Respiratory Causes ; Alimentary Causes ; Nervous Causes; 
Psychical Causes. II. Causes of the Disease: a. Organic 
and Acquired; 3B. Constitutional and Inherited. Con- 
clusion. 

TuE etiology of asthma is undoubtedly the most obscure and’ 

difficult part of the whole subject. 

The causes of asthma are of two kinds; the causes of the: 
paroxysms, and the causes of the disease: the one the imme- 
diate provocative of the paroxysm, the other the original and. 
essential cause of the asthmatic tendency. And this division: 
is strictly natural, the two kinds of cause being entirely diverse :. 
the cause of the paroxysm not producing the disease, and the: 
cause of the disease not producing the paroxysm. 

As for the causes of the paroxysms—the immediate excitants 
of the asthmatic spasm—they are plain enough. The expe- 
rience of every asthmatic gives him very certain information 
on this point. It is of the essential cause of the disease—that 
which has originally rendered the individual an asthmatic, that 
obscure something that disposes him from time to time to 
fall into the asthmatic state on the occurrence of the exciting 
cause of the attacks, the fons et origa mali—that I speak, when 
I assert the difficulty of the subject. 
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I.—TuHeE Immep1aTE or Excitine Causes oF ASTHMA: THE 
PROVOCATIVES OF THE ATTACKS. 

Though not in logical order, I shall consider these first, be- 
cause they are so manifest and well known ; and because they 
throw some light on the nature of the essential cause of the 
disease. 

They differ entirely in different cases. There are probably 
no two cases alike in the list of things that will bring on an 
attack; what will be certain to do so in one case will be inno- 
cuous in another, and what will be fatal in the other will 
be innocent in the one ; so that no one thing can be declared 
an inevitable provocative of asthma; but each case is constant, 
and the excitants of the spasm constitute a part of the indi- 
viduality, and form an unchanging portion of the clinical 
history, of each case. In nothing, I think, does asthma shew its 
caprice more than in the choice of its exciting causes; every 
case almost furnishes something new and curious in this re- 
spect. The mere enumeration of the whole list would be por- 
tentously long. I shall merely notice the most common and 
characteristic, and shall group them, for order’s sake, under 
the four following heads :— 

1. Irritants admitted into the air passages in respiration. 
2. Alimentary irritants (errors in diet). 

3. Sources of remote nervous irritation. 

4. Psychical irritants. 

1. Respired Irritants. These constitute the most numerous 
<class of all the excitants of asthma. Some of them are such 
as naturally offend the air passages ; and, if admitted, produce 
such an irritation of the bronchial mucous membrane as secures 
their immediate expulsion by cough; some even, such as pun- 
gent and stifling gases, will occasionally produce temporary 
bronchial spasm (the true asthmatic dyspnea and wheeze) in 
persons that have no asthmatic tendency ; ordinarily, however, 
explosive cough, soon over, is the only result of breathing 
them. But in asthmatics the case is very different; the respir- 
ation of them immediately inducing a regular fit of asthma. 
Dust, smoke, pungent fumes, mephitic vapours, cold air, are 
irritants of this kind. And in respect to them the peculiarity 
of the asthmatic consists, not in their irritating his air passages, 
for that they do in all; but in their producing, as a result of 
that irritation, not a mere cough, or a slight, transient, bron- 
chial stricture, but intense and persistent asthmatic spasm. 
Of these, I think the worst—the most apt to produce asthma 
—are dust and certain smokes, such as the smoke of pitch, or 
of an extinguished candle. Ihave known some asthmatics who 
could not tolerate the least dust. One in particular I remem- 
ber, a clergyman, with otherwise but a slight tendency to 
asthma, who never dared to be present at the annual assortment 
and distribution of blankets to the poor of his parish, as the 
dust and fiuff disengaged always brought on a violent fit of 
asthma. In another case, the small amount of smoke gene- 
rated by the imperfect combustion of a night light was always 
sufficient to bring on an attack. 

But there is another class of respired irritants, that ordina- 
rily are no irritants at all, but that in certain asthmatics infal- 
libly produce their disease, such are the emanations from hay, 
from ipecacuan, from certain animals. One asthmatic is 
obliged to expatriate himself in the hay season, and take a sea 
voyage; another cannot stay in a room in which a bottle of 
ipecacuanha is opened; a third cannot stroke a cat; another 
cannot go near a rabbit hutch; another cannot go near a privet 
hedge; another cannot sleep upon a pillow stuffed with feathers; 
and one young lady I knew who did not dare to pass a poul- 
terer’s shop. One would hardly believe these things were not 
their reality placed beyond doubt; there is neither invention, 
nor imagination, nor exaggeration about them. I have known 
the presence of ipecacuanha in a room where there was no 
reason to suspect it, at once detected by the oppression and 
asthma that it produced. I have known some incredulous 
people open an ipecacuanha bottle, unknown to the asthmatic, 
for the sake of experiment, to see if he would find it out, but 
it was always immediately discovered. I have known the same 
with regard to other of these agents. Dr. Watson mentions 
an analogous anecdote with regard to the detection of the 
neighbourhood of hay. It is indeed in its intolerance of these 
and similar subtle and inappreciable emanations that asthma 
exhibits its most extravagant vagaries. 

2. Alimentary Irritants. Errors in diet are a very fruitful 
source of asthma. Food may induce asthma in three ways: by 
being of the wrong quality ; by being excessive in quantity ; and 
by being taken too late in the day. In respect to quality, all 
foods generally acknowledged to be unwholesome and indi- 





gestible are apt to produce asthma; but there are some especi- 
ally and above all others that have this tendency, and that 
quite out of proportion to their unwholesomeness. For a list of 
these, and for a discussion of the whole subject of the relation 
of food to the production of asthma, I must refer the reader to 
a paper on the Dietetic Treatment of Asthma in the Lancet for 
Nov. 6th, 1858. 

3. Sources of remote Nervous Irritation. Various sources of 
irritation existing at, or applied to, parts of the body far re- 
moved from the chest, may act as exciting causes of asthma. 
In cases of hysterical asthma the source of irritation is 
uterine. In one case that came under my observation, a loaded 
rectum would always bring on an attack; in another, the 
sudden application of cold to the feet would instantly induce 
it ; and in more than one case I have known organic disease of 
the brain the apparent exciting cause of true asthma. These 
cases, then, show that sources of irritation affecting the organic 
nervous system (uterus and rectum), the cerebro-spinal (cuta- 
neous surface), and the brain itself, are capable of acting as the 
immediate excitants of asthma. 

4. Lastly, there are many examples to show that psychical 
stimuli—excitement, fear, or other violent emotions—are ade- 
quate to the immediate production of asthma. 


II.—Essentiat Cause or ASTHMA. 

The essential cause of asthma—that in which the asthmatic 
differs from other men—which constitutes the asthmatic ten- 
dency, and renders the exciting causes operative—what is it? 

I do not see that I can discuss this question, or arrive at 
clear ideas respecting it, better than by endeavouring to answer 
the following questions :— 

Is organic disease at the root of the asthmatic tendency ? 

Is organic disease necessarily present in all cases of 
asthma ? 

Ts asthma, in its essence, a systemic or a local affection? 

Is there necessarily in asthmatics some constitutional pecu- 
liarity, inherited, congenital, or acquired ? 

There is one circumstance in the history of asthma that is 
strongly suggestive of the idea that some organic injury of the 
lung is at the root of the asthmatic tendency: it is that, in the 
narrative of cases of asthma, it will be so frequently found 
that the asthma dates from some disease that implicates the 
lungs, and in such a way as to imply injury of an organic 
nature, though apparently temporary, as, for example, whoop- 
ing-cough, bronchitis, and measles. These diseases are, be- 
yond a doubt, the commonest of all the causes of asthma: a 
large proportion (as much as 80 per cent.) of cases of asthma 
in the young date from one or the other of them. In two of 
them, a specific bronchitis forms an essential part of the 
clinical history. I think this fact does not admit of misinter- 
pretation. I think this frequent association of asthma with an 
antecedent event implying organic, although apparently tempo- 
rary, injury of the lung, must have a very important influence 
on our notions of the wtioiogy of the disease. A child reaches 
the age of ten years, and up to that time has never shown any 
tendency to asthma: it then has measles; and, although it per- 
fectly recovers from the bronchial affection, from that time 
forward it is liable to attacks of spasmotic asthma. From this 
I think we cannot but conclude both that this disease, by some 
change that it works in the organisation of the lung, may leave 
behind it as a legacy a permanent tendency to asthmatic 
spasm, and that it may be the sole and efficient cause of the 
disease. 

There is another circumstance that strongly favours the 
view that the cause of asthma is organic, and seated in the 
lungs themselves ; it is, the relative frequency of asthma in the 
two sexes. Purely functional nervous derangements are un- 
doubtedly commoner in women than in men, Men, on the 
other hand, are much more exposed than women to sources of 
lung-injury, and their lungs are accordingly much more fre- 
quently the seat of organic diseases. Now, if asthma was 
primarily nervous and purely functional—if it were a simple 
neurosis—we ought to find it commoner in women than in 
men ; whereas, according to my experience, men are more fre- 
quently the subjects of asthma than women in the proportion 
of two to one. 

In those cases in which the attacks are produced by some 
irritant admitted into the air-passages we have no reason for 
thinking that the cause of the asthmais situated anywhere but 
in the lungs themselves; we have no reason for believing that 
in these cases there is any general constitutional vice of the 
nervous system, but every reason on the contrary for thinking 
that the mischief begins and ends in the lungs, and that, what- 


539 





Barrish Mepican Journal. ] 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 





|Juny 9, 1859. 








ever itis in its absolute nature, it is something that renders 
the pulmonary nervous system unduly irritable and im- 
pressible. 

This morbid sensitiveness of the pulmonary nervous system 
would appear to be due, in a large number of cases, to some- 
thing that has organically damaged it, something that has 
damaged that surface to which its perceptive portion is dis- 
tributed ; for I think it will be found that in the majority of 
those cases in which the excitants of the attacks are stimuli ad- 
mitted into the air passages, the original cause of the disease 
has been something organically affecting the bronchial mu- 
cous membrane—catarrhal bronchitis, measles, whooping- 
cough. In these diseases the bronchial mucous membrane is 
the seat of inflammation, often intense and prolonged, and in 
two instances specific; and it is probable that some organic 
although inappreciable change has been wrought in it, producing 
a morbid exaltation of its sensibility to which the tendency to 
spasms isimmediately due, according to that law of the organis- 
ation of the bronchial tubes to which I have referred in a 
paper on the “ Absolute Nature of Asthma,” in the Medico- 
Chirurgical Review for July 1858. At any rate, in those cases 
in which the tendency to asthma is manifestly dependent on 
organic bronchial disease (as in asthma accompanying chronic 
bronchitis ), the provocatives of the paroxysms are preeminently 
stimuli applied to the bronchial surface—smoke, fog, cold, ete. 
If then this is so, the converse is probably true,—if in asthma 
depending on organic bronchial disease the excitants of the 
attacks are stimuli applied to the bronchial surface, then, in 
those cases where the excitants of the attacks are stimuli 
applied to the bronchial surface, the asthma probably depends 
on organic bronchial disease. 

But is this alwaysso? Probably not. In cases of ipecacuan- 
asthma the excitant of the paroxysm is something applied to 
the bronchial mucous membrane, but there is nothing in the 
history of these cases to imply that this surface has ever been 
the seat of organic disease. ‘Lhe same in cases of hay-asthma. 

While, then, the induction of spasm by bronchial stimuli 
furnishes a presumption that the asthma is due to some cause 
that has organically injured the bronchial mucous membrane, 
it does not furnish a proof of it,—in most cases it probably is 
s0,in some not. And I think we may go a step further, and 
say, that where the mucous membrane exhibits a general 
irritability, where a great number and variety of irritants are 
capable of producing the asthma, there the original cause is 
something that has damaged the mucous membrane; where, 
on the other hand, the membrane exhibits a speciql irritability, 
where the irritant is specific and single, there is no such 
antecedent organic lesion. In the asthmaof chronic bronchitis, 
for example, a multitude of irritants inhaled will give rise to 
the spasm: in hay and ipecacuan-asthma, on the other hand, 
the source of offence is single and specific. In the one case 
the cause of the asthma is something that has happened to the 
individual during his life, and the asthmatic tendency is ac- 
quired; in the other the cause is innate, and the tendency 
inherent. 

But is it probable that there is some organic peculiarity in 
the lungs of ail asthmatics? Certainly not. In a large number 
of cases there is not the slightest warrant for entertaining 
such a supposition. Take, for example, a case of emotional 
asthma such as the following :—A gentleman who has never 
suffered from any lung affection, and who is at the time in 
perfect health, is suddenly seized with difficulty of breathing, 
which proves to be spasmodic asthma, in consequence of ex- 
treme alarm from thinking that he has administered poison by 
mistake. His lungs were pertectly sound; there was no his- 
tory of any pulmonary affection in his case; and he never 
suffered from dyspnea under any other circumstances, either 
before or since. Moreover, the exciting cause was one not 
appealing to the lungs, but to the nervous system. In hay- 
asthma, too, there is generally no history of previous lung dis- 
ease, and in every part of the year, except in the hay-season, 
the lungs give the most positive evidence of their anatomical 
and physiological soundness. 

What, then, is the cause of the asthma in these cases? I 
do not see that we can say anything more definite than that 
it consists in the asthmatic tendency itself; in that special 
irritability of the pulmonary nervous system (as in the case 
of ipecacuan asthma), or that general irritability of the whole 
nervous system (as in emotional asthma, etc.), which consti- 
tutes the asthmatic idiosyncrasy with which the individual was 

rn. 

That in some cases a congenital asthmatic tendency does 
exist is strongly implied, I think we may say positively proved, 
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by the undoubted hereditariness of the disease: in some 
families asthma is as much the disease as gout isin others. I 
have lately had under my care a gentleman whose father, pa- 
ternal grandmother, and two paternal uncles, as well as him- 
self, were asthmatic. Now, there is no doubt what is inherited 
must be congenital—inborn. 

But, Is any congenital peculiarity necessary? No; there 
appears to be no reason that a person may not become asth- 
matic, that the tendency to the disease may not be acquired, 
indeed, evidence as positive as can be imagined for believing 
that it may, that an asthmatic may at one time have differed 
in no respect from others, but that the tendency to his disease 
may have been engrafted on him by something that has hap- 
pened to him. For example, the case of asthma as a sequela 
of measles, which I instanced just now. It is not conceivable 
that all the children whom this disease, or whooping-cough, 
leaves asthmatic, had any antecedent peculiarity. In no respect 
do they seem to differ from other cases, except that the disease 
from which the asthma dates has generally been of unusual 
severity. 

It would appear, then, that in respect to causation, all cases 
of asthma may be broadly divided into two groups :— 

1. Cases in which the essential cause of the disease—that 
which constitutes the individual an asthmatic—is some organic 
lesion, possibly not appreciable, either in the bronchial tubes, 
or in some part physiologically connected with the bronchial 
tubes. 

2. Cases in which any organic lesion is not only inappre- 
ciable, but non-existent; in which the tendency to asthma is 
due to something from within, not from without; in which the 
essential cause of the disease is a congenital, and possibly in- 
herited, idiosyncrasy. 

I steer, therefore, a middle course between those who say 
that asthma always has at the root of it some organic disease 
within the chest, and those who deny that genuine spasmodic 
asthma ever depends on organic lung disease, and maintain 
that it is always a pure neurosis. I think I have shown, on 
the one hand, that there are numberless cases in which the 
supposition of any organic cause would be purely gratuitous, 
and in direct contravention of all clinical evidence and patho- 
logical reasoning; and on the other, that we have every reason 
for believing that many cases, of the pure spasmodic variety, 
do really depend on some organic, though inappreciable in- 
jury that previous disease has intlicted on the lungs. 





CROTON OIL AS A COUNTERIRRITANT IN 
HYDROCEPHALUS. 
By Joun Watson, M.D., Southampton. 


Ir has been my lot on several occasions to witness the suc- 
cessful application of this remedy to the scalp, after the setting 
in of most formidable symptoms. The case which first led me 
to its use may be outlined. 

C.B., aged 2 years, a strumous-looking child, came under my 
notice for eczema of the scalp. The eruption, which was 
general and attended with copious discharge, got well under 
ordinary treatment. A few weeks afterwards, he had an attack 
of acute hydrocephalus. Leeching; cold lotions to the shaved 
head, calomel, and antimony, etc., were immediately resorted 
to, but unavailingly ; for the second stage of the disease came 
on. He now lay semi-comatose, with the neck extended, 
the eyes half-closed, and the pupils dilated. The pulse also 
had become slow and irregular, the respiration frequently in- 
terrupted with a sigh, and he hud strabismus occasionally. A 
blister was now applied behind each ear, with no effect. 
Thinking it possible for his present attack to be connected 
with the previous condition of the scalp, as a means of best 
imitating the eczematous eruption, the croton oil suggested 
itself. With the sanction of the gentleman who was attending 
with me, I directed the croton oil liniment (croton oil, half a 
drachm; turpentine liniment, half an ounce) to be rubbed 
over the entire head every four hours till a plentiful crop of 
pustules should make their appearance ; after which we soon 
had an amelioration of all the symptoms, and he gradually be- 
came convalescent, though he was unable to speak for several 
days, and could not stand alone for a considerable period. 

Itis now several years since the occurrence of this case, 
which made a deep impression upon me; for I did not re- 
member to have seen a recovery under such unfavourable 
circumstances. In the same stage of the disease, whatever 
may have been its assumed cause, I have since adopted the 
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same course, and, as far as individual experience goes, bear 
testimony to its efficiency. It is not so objectionable to the 
little patient’s friends as a blister, and is at the same time 
more manageable; and, from the extent of surface to which it 
is applied, decidedly more powerfully revulsive. 





REMOVAL OF RINGS FROM SWOLLEN 
FINGERS. 


By E. Garraway, Esq., Faversham. 


TuHE following method of removing a ring from a swollen 
finger, I have reason to believe, is not so generally known as 
it deserves. Whence I derived the idea is out of my remem- 
brance; but the claim of its origin certainly does not rest 
with me. 

A patient, in whom I have just had recourse to it, was suf- 
fering from acute rheumatism. The fingers were swollen ; 
and the wedding-ring and its keeper had become imbedded, 
causing no little pain, and considerable alarm at the prospect 
of having the rings filed or broken off. The mode of pro- 
ceeding is this. A reel of cotton is wound evenly round, be- 
ginning on the extremity of the finger and bringing each coil 
into close apposition with the preceeding, until the ring is 
reached. A needle is then threaded with the cotton, and 
passed under the ring, and the thread is carefully unwound 
from the finger. The ring fellows each coil as it is success- 
ively unrolled, and by almost imperceptible degrees is brought 
over the knuckle and removed. Care must be taken that the 
cotton is wound on evenly, particularly over the protuberant 
and swollen knuckle, or an entanglement will occur in the 
unwinding. A small curved needle will pass more readily 
under the ring than a straight one. The process requires 
time, care, faith, and patience; but the reward is ample in the 
gratitude of the suffering patient, the signet of whose marriage 
bond has been saved from destruction. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
By C. Rapcryrre Hatr, M.D., Torquay. 
| Delivered June 23rd, 1859.1] 


GENTLEMEN,—My first duty is the very pleasing one of giving 
you a hearty welcome, on the part of myself and my medical 
brethren of Torquay, and of assuring you how highly I esteem 
the honour of being appointed your president for the ensuing 
year. To most of those whom I have the honour of address- 
ing, the place in which we are met together needs no introduc- 
tion, yet on one or two points I may be permitted to allude to 
it. If Torquay, from its modern origin, can offer none of the 
historical associations in which Exeter and Plymouth are rich, 
as pre-eminently a health-town its youth is a great advantage. 
Free from all the disqualifications of age, it has grown up into 
its present size within the very recent period during which 
alone sanitary considerations, on a large scale, have been 
deemed worthy of formal attention. Its principal attractions 
of situation, climate, and beauty, are, of course, a3 old as the 
hills over which its buildings spread ; but its urban advantages 
are only just completed. ‘Torquay ought now to be the model 
town of England, as regards sanitary arrangements. I am not 
sure that it is not so. Fresh air, pure water, effective drainage, 
all in abundance, constitute almost ail which public bodies ean 
do to render their town healthy. Looking at the geology and 
general aspect of Torquay, a stranger would suppose it impos- 
sible for it to be otherwise than well drained by nature. But 
man has great power to thwart the beneficence of nature; and 
when cholera visited this place in 1849, it pointed out accu- 
rately, as with a black line, where the drainage was imperfect. 
Under the government of our Local Board of Health, which, 
through good report and evil report, has proved of immense 
Service to the town, all this is now rectified. 

Effective drainage is impossible without an ample supply of 
water. From the absence of any large source of fresh water in 
the immediate neighbourhood, it has been necessary to obtain 
it from a distance of fourteen miles, on the margin of Dart- 
moor, at a cost to the town of between £40,000 and £50,000. 
This water is very pure, having trickled merely through the 








granite of Dartmoor; and, whether from the disintegration of 
the granite having given to it some minute portion of alkali, or 
from some other cause, it is found to be actually softer than 
the rain-water collected here. Heretofore we have been chary 
of saying much in favour of Torquay as a place of resort for 
patients who suffer from chronic affections of the kidneys, be- 
cause, however useful in such disorders it may be to reside in 
a mild climate, which promotes the action of the skin, yet, as a 
rule, a hard caleareous water does not suit renal affections ; 
and our spring water is very hard. Like water of this kind else- 
where, it is bright, clear, and sparkling; pleasant to the taste, 
and possibly not without its virtues for those whose bodies 
betray a want of lime: certainly not without its chemical potency 
out of the body; for, but for its presence, we must have suffered 
from lead-poisoning on a large scale. I suppose every house 
that has a pump is supplied with spring water through lead 
pipes; yet we never see any instance of lead poisoning from 
this cause, either slight or severe. And this is not because the 
water does not act upon the lead, since we find that the pipes 
are coated on their interior, and eventually, in places, eaten 
through in a worm-eaten fashion. Yet reagents shew no trace 
of lead in the water. Evidently the water forms an insoluble 
compound with the lead, which is precipitated in the shape of 
carbonate and hydrated oxide. Excepting water so impure, 
from contamination with drains, as to contain alkaline nitrates 
and chlorides in solution, as a general rule we know that the 
purer and softer the water, the more dangerous for lead; and, 
consequently, the immunity we have hitherto enjoyed must not, 
as a matter of course, be taken for granted to apply to the new 
water. As this, however, requires a new and distinct service, 
and the custom is to use iron pipes for it, the question will not 
be put to the test by the public. Experimentally, though it 
acts rather too freely upon iron, I find this new water does not 
dissolve lead. Torquay can now boast not only of good water 
in abundance, both hard and soft,—and so suit both ricketty 
children and gouty parents,—but it also possesses, for the ex- 
ternal employment of water, whether fresh or sea, perhaps the 
finest baths in the kingdom. Erected at a cost of nearly £10,000, 
these excellent baths—as I think the quiet splendour of this 
saloon, in which, by the liberality of the directors, we are now 
sitting, will testify—reflect great credit on the public spirit of 
those private individuals who have thus deserved so well of their 
town. 

Of the winter climate of Torquay, it is unnecessary to say 
one word; but respecting its summer climate, a passing remark 
may not be misplaced. Mr. Vivian has proved beyond all 
question that figures substantiate the coolness of our summer 
climate. Yet no one believes him ;—excepting those only who 
have stayed at Torquay during the summer. ‘The air is always 
a soft air, but never an over hot air ; you do not find your lips 
parched or your mouth dry. Of course, the direct heat of the 
sun in this clear atmosphere is often considerable ; but on the 
hills, or in open places, in summer the air is soft and fresh, 
“J know nothing about the mildness of Torquay in the winter, 
because I have never been here in the winter,” said a Cheshire 
gentleman to me, “ but 1 know this that it is the coolest place 
in England in the summer”! And, to a certain extent, it ought 
to be. Being almost a peninsula, the same modifying influence 
of the sea which causes its winter-mildness, must render it 
cool in summer. The sea, being a worse conductor of heat 
than the land, cools less in winter, and heats less in summer ; 
and accordingly, the sea-breezes warm the air over the neigh- 
bouring coast in winter, and cool the airinsummer. Moreover, 
the adjoining land being thus cooled down by the sea air 
every night in summer, cannot accumulate heat during the 
persistence of hot dry weather as it does in inland places. 

Having adverted to our obligations to Mr. Vivian on the 
subject of meteorology, I cannot resist referring to his recent 
work in editing, at the cost of no inconsiderable labour, Mc 
Enery’s Cavern Researches, in which the geologist will find the 
most interesting information respecting our world-wide cele- 
brated Kent’s Cavern, and Ossiferous Caves in general—such, 
for example, as the newly discovered one at Brixham, now in 
process of investigation under the superintendence of Mr. 
Pengelly, the Torquay geologist par excellence, 

Torquay possesses three medical institutions. The Torbay 
Infirmary and Dispensary, which does all that the most ad- 
mirable institution of this kind can, has a staff of three phy- 
sicians, three surgeons, and a House-Surgeon. The honorary 
officers of this institution have here, as elsewhere, the privilege 
of bestowing their constant charity in deeds of active exertion 
for the benefit of the sick and needy ;—a kind of charity, 
which in actual benefit so far transcends the mere giving of 
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pecuniary aid, that one would have supposed the fact 
could never be overlooked, had not recent proceedings in an 
adjoining county showed that honorary medical officers are 
sometimes treated as if they were merely stipendiary servants. 
The Hospital for Consumption now admits fifty in-patients at 
once, all of whom can remain for the entire season of eight 
months, from October to June. Twenty-five males are accom- 
modated on the lower, twenty-five females on the upper story. 
During the past season we have had sixty-seven patients. This 
Institution is maintained solely by voluntary contributions, and 
stands in great need of additional help. It has a staff of four 
physicians and one surgeon. The Erith-House Institution for 
Reduced Gentlewomen affected with Pulmonary Diseases, has 
likewise the same staff of four physicians and one surgeon. 
This is partly supported by voluntary subscriptions, partly self- 
supporting. Each inmate contributes a guinea per week, for 
which sum she has everything which her case can require. The 
average cost is about two and a half guineas per head; the 
difference being made up by the subscriptions of the public. 
Owing to the liberality of Mr. Palk, M.P., in presenting us with 
a site, and to the munificent gift of £500 by Sir Culling and 
Lady Eardley, provided we can obtain a similar sum from the 
public, in addition to sums previously collected, we shall be in 
@ position to erect a suitable building, and so for the future sit 
rent-free. Both these Institutions are peculiar to Torquay, and 
deserve to be, and are becoming, very widely known; and I 
heartily trust will eventually be extensively supported. 

During the past year, the Medical Act has formally become 
law; and no sooner had it so become than the two Colleges of 
Physicians of London and Edinburgh respectively altered their 
constitution. But how differently! Whilst the London College 
with just and proper liberality offers to admit within its ranks 
all respectable physicians who do not already belong to it, the 
Edinburgh College proffers to make any medical practitioner 
who is not a physician at all into a physician on his paying to 
it ten pounds sterling! In virtue of the new Act he can after- 
wards demand to be registered as a duly qualified physician, 
having passed no physician's examination whatever! It is to 
be hoped that the self-respect of our profession will deter its 
members from supporting this sale of medical indulgences; 
and so, by rendering the English traffic less lucrative than was 
anticipated, lead its promoters to remember the purpose for 
which their college was established. A distinction in letters, 
whether in medicine, law, or divinity, which may be obtained by 
merely paying down a few pounds, is worth—precisely what it 
costs ; it proves pecuniary ability; nothing more.. The initials 
of physician by purchase would correctly intimate the estimation 
in which the possessor of such a distinction will be held by 
every one but himself. Meanwhile, the profession as a class 
suffers. There is a want of more of acknowledged authority in 
our profession ; and not of less. And although colleges may 
have but little power to create this, they are not, as in this in- 
stance, without the power to lessen that which exists. I feel 
personally that faith is not kept with those who formerly con- 
sidered it creditable to be connected with the Edinburgh 
College of Physicians; and that in bare justice, every fellow 
ought to have a vote in deciding whether or not so radical a de- 
gradation of his College should take place. Surely there is 
great defect in the constitution of the Medical Council of Great 
Britain, if it cannot interfere to prevent so grave an abuse of 
vested authority as this, 

During the past year our division of the kingdom has lost its 
chirurgical Nestor by the death of Mr. Barnes. Like the 
Smiths of Bristol, Bickersteth of Liverpool, Robert Thorpe and 
Wilson of Manchester, and many others, of a class little known 
to literary medicine, but great and most useful in their several 
spheres, to Mr. Barnes may we apply the lines which, as we 
learn from Dr. Brown, were written for Sydenham :— 

° Sic te scientem non faciunt libri 

Et dogma pulchrum: sed sapientia 
Enata rebus, mensque facti 
Experiens, animusque felix. 
Without attempting anything like a retrospect, there are one or 
two of the medical subjects of the past year, to which, with 
your indulgence, I should wish briefly to refer. 

I may mention an interesting case which fell under my own care 
last winter, because it sets at rest the possibility of passing a 
probang into the larynx. A gentleman in a state of suffocation 
from laryngitis was recovered from unconsciousness by the 
performance of tracheotomy by Mr. Paget. It was necessary 
to continue the use of the tube, and the gentleman came to 
Torquay with it in his trachea. In the course of subsequent 
treatment, I frequently passed a sponge-probang, cherged with 
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a solution of nitrate of silver, down through the larynx until it 
came in contact with the silver tube, through which the 
patient meanwhile was breathing. I cannot say, however, that 
the larynx ever became so accustomed to the stimulus as not 
to resent it by exciting cough, and sometimes retching. 

The discussion upon the question of inflammation is still 
going on, and has been argued with great ability, though 
perhaps too much on 4 priori grounds, in the pages of our 
JournaL. If I may venture an opinion on the logical bearings 
of the discussion, it would be, that to establish the fact that 
congestion does not constitute the chief part of inflammation, 
is no proof that it may not constitute a large part: to show 
that the tissue-attraction of the inflamed part has the largest 
share in producing the effects, does not prove that the induced 
excitement of the general circulation has no share: to find that 
inflammation is an effort of nature towards good, does not 
prove that the effort needs no controlling, and will never, by 
excess or going astray, prove a mortal evil. To argue that in- 
creased circulatory action is necessary to feed the exudation 
and to enable it to go through its normal stages safely, and 
therefore should be let alone, by no means proves that we may 
not have far too much of the good thing. That there is an 
overfeeding which prevents the good progress of inflammatory 
exudation, needs no telling to the surgeon who finds a quick 
full pulse check adhesion of wounds, and a quiet pulse permit 
and promote it. The common sense of the matter is, that all 
the elements which enter into the composition of inflammation 
may work together for good or for evil: all need watching, and 
any may need guidance, promotion, or restraint—whether it be 
the tissue-irritation, the nervous excitement and sympathy, the 
exudation, the local congestion, or the force and frequency of 
the general circulation. To discuss which of these elements is 
the most essential, and takes the lead, is interesting and im- 
portant ; but calculated to mislead, if it causes us to overlook 
the fact that any one of the secondary elements in the vicious 
circle of disease may come to play the principal part, and need 
that kind of attention which, to my mind, experience has long 
ago established. Optimism soon fails us in disease. We are 
forced to consider, as well as to accept, the evil together with 
the good in the process, as much as in the result. And as, in 
point of opinion, I cannot myself assent to the conclusion that 
our forefathers were all wrong, because they and we find it 
necessary to treat the inflammation we see ditferently—‘* Vixe- 
runt fortes ante Agamemnona”—so, in point of experience, I 
feel certain that in the treatment of acute erysipelas—since 
that is made a typical instance—twenty years ago, in northern 
country constitutions, by venesection and tartar emetic, I have 
seen as good results as I now see from treating it with tincture 
of steel. I feel confident that the results of what would now 
be considered, and would truly be, over-active practice, were as 
good in the hands of shrewd practical observers, too busy to 
read except the book of nature, too sagacious to go wrong twice 
in the same direction, in their day, as our quieter practice is in 
ours. There is a fashion in these things; and as homeopathy 
is the extreme that corrects over-drugging, so the modern bug- 
bear of weakening improperly by proper bleeding is the ex- 
treme that corrects Sangradoism. The operating surgeon can- 
not, if he would, accommodate his practice to the fashion; and 
I do not know that he is more frightened than formerly at the 
loss of blood which occurs on the operating-table. My own 
conviction is, that bleeding, both general and local, in appro- 
priate cases, is just as useful and just as safe as ever it was; 
but that, explain it how we may, for one case in which it is 
suitable and required now, we formerly saw fifty. 

The publication of Brown-Séquard's Lectures on the Nervous 
System during the past year is an epoch in physiology. His 
experiments constitute quite a neurological Euclid ; and if, as 
is probable, future investigations by adding to his premises 
modify some of his conclusions, still, to go through the prob- 
lems to the author’s own conclusions as they stand is an ex- 
cellent mental exercise. In all that concerns the influence of 
the nervous system on secretion and nutrition, I am happy to 
find much that confirms and nothing which refutes the results 
of my own researches on the ganglionic system, as published 
in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal fourteen years 
since. I then endeavoured to establish that every ganglion 
consisted of a spinal element and of a specially ganglionic 
element; that the use of the ganglion, indeed, was to bring 
these two elements into contact, and so enable one to react 
upon the other; that the white spinal nerve controlled and 
regulated the action of the grey ganglionic cells and nerves, 
in reflex-secretion and reflex-nutrition, precisely as the cere- 
bral nerve-tubes regulate the reflex action of the grey matter 
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of the spinal cord as. they pass through it; that any power, 
which a ganglion exercised over muscles, was due to its spinal 
element; whilst the office of its grey element was to preside 
over and regulate secretion and nutrition in non-muscular 
structure, by influencing cell-metamorphosis, whether in the 
blood or in the tissues. Now, in his discussion of reflex- 
secretion and reflex-nutrition, Brown-Séquard constantly speaks 
of the branches of the ganglionic nerves as the vaso-motor 
nerves. In my belief, they are this and something more. To 
paralysis of these nerves (as by section of them) are referred 
loss of contractile power in the blood-vessels, their increased 
fulness with blood, increased nutritive changes, increased se- 
cretion, and increased heat. Conversely, to stimulation of the 
vaso-motor nerves (as by galvanism), are ascribed contraction 
of blood-vessels, lessened afflux of blood, diminished nutrition 
and secretion, and coldness. I need not remind the readers 
of the lectures how much of pathological reasoning is made 
to hinge upon these conclusions; nor how generally these 
views have been employed in medical reasoning during the 
last three years. Now, if we have here the truth, I believe 
we have not, at all events, all the truth. I see no place given 
to the grey ganglionic element at all. All that appears is due 
to the spinal element per se, for that, as I believe, is the vaso- 
motor nerve. When you cut through a ganglionic nerve, you 
paralyse its white element, but there is no proof that you pa- 
ralyse its grey element; on the contrary, you probably for a 
time irritate that. Both conditions must be taken into ac- 
count in explaining the distension of capillaries, increase of 
heat, etc., which result; and when you galvanise a ganglionic 
nerve, you only stimulate the white components and not the 
grey, for grey cells and nerves do not respond to galvanism 
directly applied, and grey nerves will not conduct it. Hence, 
the constriction of blood-vessels and coldness which here 
ensue, are due only to excitement of spinal nerves, and not of 
grey ones. In the new views alluded to, it is interesting to 
note a return to the old notions of Cullen, of spasm of the 
extreme vessels in the cold stage of fevers. But we must not 
forget that the thermometer indicates rise of temperature 
above the natural degree in the cold stage of intermittents, 
whilst the sensation of the patient is still that of undue cold- 
ness. On looking at the drawings which I have made of the 
ganglia of the vagus nerve in different animals, and noticing 
their large size, especially in large gilled fishes, whose gills 
are constantly covered with copious secretion ; on observing 
the increase of mass in the nerves when they emerge from the 
ganglia; and especially on remarking a fact, which I think 
has not hitherto been pointed out, namely, that the large gan- 
glion of the vagus in its situation follows the vocal larynx, so 
that in vociferous birds, as the duck, and singing birds, as the 
thrush, we find it (as shown in the drawings) at the top of the 
thorax instead of at the base of the skull, indicating that its 
office is that of vocal ganglion, to combine in action the nerves 
which govern the secretions on the interior of the larynx, with 
the special nerves which minister to its sensations and move- 
ments; we cannot, I think, observe these anatomical facts and 
consent to take no account of the grey and specially ganglionic 
element in the sympathetic system of nerves. I may be par- 
doned for dwelling on this subject, partly because of its in- 
trinsic importance, and partly because within these three years 
some amount of credit has been appropriated by Dr. Campbell 
of America for describing an “excito-secretory” system of 
nerves as something new, whereas it contains no facts which 
were not already well known as property common to all 
physiologists. 

Leaving subjects scientific, J pass on to touch for a moment 
upon the doings of the most prominent variety of pseudo- 
medicine. During the past year, an amusing attempt was 
made in Paris by the practisers of homeopathy to obtain 
damages to the extent of 42,000 against the editor of a public 
paper for exposing the deception inherent in their mode of 
practice, by showing that in Paris, as elsewhere, under the as- 
sumed guise of homeopathy, the practice really adopted bears 
no necessary relation to that doctrine. It seems that the au- 
thor of a work advocating: homeopathy requested the editor 
to review his book. He was informed that as such a review 
must be against him, he had better let the matter rest. How- 


ever, the author, preferring an unfavourable notice to no notice 
at all, was pertinacious. The disclosure of the particulars of 
homeopathic practice which ensued was so displeasing to the 
homeopaths, that twelve of them combined to bring an action 
for libel against the editor. If they failed in their suit and 
had to pay the costs, still they obtained notoriety. Like all 
persons who adopt a universal principle which is incapable of 











proof, assuming a mental myth for their groundwork, these 
persons avoid all examples which admit of demonstration. 
They luxuriate in the hidden and undemonstrable, because 
here alone can mere opinion flourish, and disproof be escaped. 
Thus, as examples of “ Like curing Like,” the one sole and 
universal principle of medicine according to homeopathy, and 
a truth therefore, if it were a truth, from which there ought 
not to be a single solitary exception, we never find it affirmed 
that a bruised knee will be cured by giving it another blow ; 
a sprained ankle by a second sprain; an eye inflamed by lime 
by introducing a little more lime; or hay-asthma by working 
in a hayfield. No; it is always internal, unseen diseases, 
about which powerful assertion is alone possible, which furnish 
the examples adduced. We know very well that if internal 
diseases could only be cured by such agencies as would cause 
them, or even symptoms like theirs, they would not be cured 
at all; because, with very few exceptions, we know of no 
medicines which can cause, or even imitate, most internal 
diseases. All fevers, all spontaneous inflammations, all 
dropsies, all degenerations of organ, all organic diseases what- 
ever, we cannot by medicines produce, or even imitate. On 
homeopathic ground there can be no treatment for any of 
these. And in the few instances in which we can imitate in- 
ternal diseases, in no one is the “ Like curing Like” true. In 
every one it proves erroneous. Will a little more fever-poison 
cure typhus? When arsenic or corrosive sublimate occasions 
ulceration of the stomach, and .lead causes colic or palsy, do 
we cure by administering a little more of these respective 
agents? Are the effects or the symptoms of any poison re- 
movable by administering a little more of the poison? But 
then very intelligent people credit it. In former days very 
intelligent persons believed in witchcraft; and at the present 
time one of the best mathematicians of the day is a believer 
in spirit-rapping. Knowledge of the subject, as well as clever- 
ness, is a requisite in forming a judgment. “Ah!” but says a 
votary, “I know from experience that the system does what 
they say. I was suffering from sleeplessness and excitement, 
and had a pulse of 130. Well, they gave me aconite and bella- 
donna; my pulse dropped to 70, and I felt another man, 
Whenever my pulse got up, I took aconite and belladonna 
alternately, and after a time I got quite well.” Now, was this 
true orimaginary? Decidedly it was quite true, and the treat- 
ment was reasonable also. Only, it has as much to do with 
homeopathy, as had the Parisian hom@opath's administration 
of seven grains of calomel a day in his case of dropsy. in a 
healthy person in any dose the tendency of aconite is to para- 
lyse the heart. It kills as a poison in this way. In medicinal 
quantities, it calms down excitement of the circulation by the 
same kind of action. Belladonna acts in a very similar man- 
ner, and especially quiets the spinal cord. In a disorder, 
therefore, in which the chief source of evil, or the only re- 
movable source of evil, is excitement of the circulation and 
nervous centres, these are very suitable rational remedies. 
But where is the “ Like curing Like?” Aconite,in potent me- 
dicinal doses, and by no means in the infinitesimal quantities 
speciously professed to the public, is the homeopathist’s sheet 
anchor in the treatment of all active affections with excite- 
ment of the circulation. Yet the natural action of aconite 
being to lower the circulation, it ought to be given in over- 
slowness, not in over-quickness, of the pulse. Brandy ought 
to be given in over-excitement, Jaudanum in stupor, aconite in 
fainting, and gin in gin-drinker’s congestion of the liver! A 
medical practitioner, who pretended nothing, would give aco- 
nite and belladonna when necessary to relieve excitement, be- 
cause that was hurtful to his patient, and if required to assign 
a reason for so doing, would not say that it was because “ Like 
cures Like,” whilst at the same time he was administering 
what would produce just the opposite of like, but merely that 
he endeavoured to remove the cause of the disorder, and if to 
do so were impossible, then to remove its effects. The appli- 
cation of this old familiar rule will explain every instance of 
medical treatment which appears to support hommopathy. 
But then it is plain and sensible, and without the charm of 
mystery. 

During the past year, something has been done which bears 
upon this subject. Strychnine has been found to cure St. 
Vitus’s dance. Now chorea is a disease characterised by 
convulsions, and strychnine, we know, causes convulsions. 
Here, surely, “ Like cures Like ;” apparently only. One 
case of chorea is cured by strychnia; another is made 
worse by it. The cured case is one in which debility pre- 
dominated; the other one in which there was feverish excite- 
ment. Strychnia being a ;powerful tonic, cures the nervous 
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and muscular weakness on which the convulsive movements 
depend; and with removal of the cause the effect ceases. But 
in the other instance, by precisely the same action of stimu- 
lating nerves and muscles, the strychnia adds to the evil and 
makes the disease worse. In tetanus, the gravest of all con- 
vulsive diseases, strychnia was employed by Mr. De Morgan 
and made the disease worse, apparently adding its own mus- 
cular spasms to those of the complaint. Aconite cured it. 
Now, if “ Like curing Like” were true, aconite should have no 
power over convulsions, but should cure palsy; strychnia, no 
eng over palsy, but should cure convulsions of all kinds, 

th, as we well know, being just the reverse of the truth. Dr. 
Richardson has established the very suggestive fact, that by 
injecting lactic acid into the peritoneum of dogs, he can arti- 
ficially imitate rheumatic inflammation of the valves of the 
heart. This, hitherto, has been a disease which we did not 
know how artificially to produce. Now, however, that it is 
rendered open to demonstration, does Dr. Richardson find that 
the administration of a little lactic acid removes the inflam- 
mation from the valves of the heart which the first quantity 
had occasioned? So, also, Dr. Mackenzie, by injecting lactic 
acid into the veins, produced local phlebitis. He did not find 
that the introduction of more lactic acid removed the effects 
occasioned by the first. We may venture to predict that in no 
future instance in which a hidden disease becomes open to de- 
monstration, will it ever be found that “ Like cures Like.” 
No sooner will the example become open to experimental 
proof, than it will also become one of the endless “ exceptions” 
to this law,—the only law of nature ever known to have any 
exceptions. From one of the leaders in a recent number of 
the Times, I extract the following :—“ In this country there is 
scarcely to be found, even in extreme politicians, men capable 
of exaggerating one idea or one sentiment into the rule of all 
life, and the foundation of all policy. In religion, in medicine, 
in art, and possibly other speculative subjects, such monoma- 
nias may prevail; but the wildest democrat has at least six 
points to his charter, with a seventh in reserve. Indeed, give 
him an atom of responsibility, and he becomes a sensible man, 
and, perhaps, a bit of a conservative.” 

I feel that I owe an apology to you for thus taking up your 
time by alluding to a subject only connected with medicine as 
an outsider. Had reasoning any considerable power in pre- 
venting assumptions that cannot bear investigation, nothing 
would ever.have been needed after the excellent work on 
Homeopathy of Professor Simpson. Still, convinced, as we all 
are, that never since the world began has medicine been ad- 
vanced by the assumption of any mysterious principles, or, 
indeed, by assumption, pretence, or mystification of any kind ; 
all we contend for is, that medical science and medical skill 
depend solely upon correct observation and correct reasoning. 
These will, by degrees, give to us all the power over disease 
which man is permitted to possess. By these is medicine day 
by day advancing steadily, gaining new light, and keeping its 
pace with the onward march of all knowledge. By these alone 
can we hope to aid it. We will not ourselves literally accept 
Plato’s sanction for pious frauds,—“ If falsehood be indeed of 
no service to the gods, but useful to men, in the form of a drug, 
it is plain that such a thing should be touched only by phy- 
sicians.” Such a thing should be touched never by physicians. 
Whether always expedient or not, truth is at all times right; and, 
therefore, in season, and—I fear you will say—out of season, in 
matters medical we are impelled to speak in its advocacy. 





SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH. 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS, 
By Witu1am Sankey, Esq., Dover. 
[Delivered June 29th, 1859.] 


GENTLEMEN,—Allow me to welcome you very cordially to this 
ancient town and port. In the hope of making this first 
Annual Meeting of the South-Eastern Branch at Dover one of 
agreeable reminiscences, I have made arrangements which 
will enable you to visit, as far as possible, during your very 
brief stay, all that is considered most worthy of your attention. 
The ancient edifice under whose roof we are (by the kind per- 
mission of the Mayor) now assembled, is of historic interest. 
It was built by Hubert de Burgh, in the reign of King John, 
for the accommodation of pilgrims, and still bears the name by 
which it was then called, the Maison Dieu. Henry VIII took 
possession of it, and Queen Mary converted it into an establish- 
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ment for victualling the navy. Brewing and baking were 
earried on within its venerable walls until the peace of 1814. 
In 1831 it became the property of the Ordnance Board, from 
which it was purchased by the Corporation of this town in 
1834, and converted into Town Hall, Sessions House, and 
Prison as it now stands. The restoration of the Town Hall is 
in progress, which, when completed, will be the finest in the 
county. 

The ruins of St. Martin's Priory closely adjoining are well 
worth a visit, and about two or three miles westward are the 
ruins of St. Radigund’s Abbey. The castle, with its noble keep, 
ancient pharos and church, its fortifications and newly con- 
structed barracks, are by direction of Colonel Stotherd open to 
your inspection, as are also the citadel and other fortifications, 
barracks, etc., on the western heights. The ruins of a small 
chapel discovered some years ago, and now protected bya fence, 
near the building intended for the quarters of married soldiers, 
is known to have belonged to the Knights Templars, and is 
probably the spot where King John surrendered his crown to 
the Pope’s legate. The Museum contains a fair collection of 
chalk fossils from our cliffs, several antiquities found in the 
neighbourhood, and many specimens of natural history ; but its 
chief feature is a collection of rare British birds, presented by 
Dr. Plomley, of Maidstone. 

You will not fail to visit the Admhiralty Pier in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the Lord Warden Hotel. The diving bells 
employed in this extensive work will be raised this afternoon a 
little before four o'clock. 

Having thus briefiy stated the objects most likely to attract 
your attention, I will not take up your time by professional 
subjects, aware that many of you, who have come from a 
distance, wish for a holiday; neither am I desirous to detain 
you by enumerating the various causes which render Dover 
eligible as a watering place and residence for invalids. Almost 
a new town has arisen since I first settled here, nearly forty- 
five years ago; handsome and commodious houses have been 
built, the greater part of the town drained, and an abundant 
supply of the finest water obtained. The sea-bathing is ex- 
cellent, and the hot and cold baths, though not all that could 
be wished, are improving. 


And now I feel sure you will not consider as foreign to the 
objects of this meeting a few remarks on medical ethics. In 
the address delivered at the first meeting of the Provincial 
Medical and Surgical Association, by Dr. Hastings, at Wor- 
cester, more than twenty-five years since, in enumerating the 
principal objects to which the attention of its members would 
be directed, the fifth is as follows: ‘“‘ The maintenance of the 
honour and respectability of the profession generally in the 
provinces, by promoting the friendly intercourse and free 
communication of its members, and by establishing among 
them that harmony and good feeling which ought ever to cha- 
racterise a liberal profession.” From the commencement of 
my professional career, full fifty years ago, the maintenance of 
good feeling with my brethren by every means in my power, 
and preserving unsullied the dignity of our important calling, 
have been objects of my most anxious solicitude, and it is with 
no common feelings of thankfulness that I am able to say that 
I am on terms of friendsbip with every medical practitioner in 
this town and neighbourhood. In a well organised profession, 
there could be no difficulty in adapting to its exigencies the 
doctrine of general ethics, the principles of which exist in 
every properly regulated mind and are identical in all cireum- 
stances, how variously soever they may be applied. Lord 
Stanley, in his speech at the seventh anniversary festival of 
the Royal Medical Benevolent College, terms ours “ the noble 
medical profession”; the ancients spoke of it as almost divine ; 
Cicero, in a brief but enthusiastic sentence (which I trust you 
will excuse me for quoting), states: “In nulla re propitis ad 
Deos homines accedunt, quam salutem hominibus dando.” In 
proportion to the dignity of our profession should be the 
efforts of its members so to conduct themselves as to maintain 
it unimpaired, and transmit it unsullied to posterity. We may 
be assured, gentlemen, that no acts of Parliament, no legal 
enactments, will be of any avail, ‘tinless individually and col- 
lectively we use our best exertions to support the character of 
gentlemen and men of science. Let us never lose sight of this, 
but remember that we are exercising the profession, not carry- 
ing on the trade, of medicine; and, in proportion as we act 
disinterestedly and benevolently, we shall be honoured by the 
rich and beloved by the poor. 
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Hebiews and Jotices. 


Aw Inquiry INTO THE CURABILITY OF CONSUMPTION, THE PRE- 
VENTION, AND THE ProGress OF IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
TREATMENT. By James TurnBULL, M.D., Physician to the 
Liverpool Royal Infirmary. Third Edition, pp. 195. Lon- 
don: Churchill, 1859. 

Dr. Turnsutt has in this edition revised his valuable work, of 

which he has rewritten a great part. He has made good use of 

the excellent reports of Mr. Simon and Dr. Greenhow, which 
appeared last year; and has examined the preventive treatment 
of consumption in a new chapter. We fancy that the author 
might have said somewhat more on the positive influence of 
hygienic agents in the cure as well as in the prevention of 
phthisis; but his book, as it stands, is highly instructive. 

With regard to the influence of exercise in prevention, he 

makes the following remarks, which we regard as admirably to 

the point. 

“T believe that for the purpose of preventing the disease, 
such moderate gymnastic exercises as bring into action the 
muscles of the arms, and develope those of the chest, and, at 
the same time, cause deep inspirations, are the most beneficial. 
A public play-ground, furnished at the private expense of a 
philanthropic gentleman, has been opened for the use of the 
lower classes of Liverpool. The crowds that resort to it in 
summer, in order to avail themselves of the means it affords 
of obtaining healthful muscular recreation, show that the boon 
is one which is fully appreciated; and I do not hesitate in ex- 
pressing the conviction that it must exercise a powerful influ- 
ence in preventing pulmonary disease. If public parks, with 
play-grounds for exercise, were more common in the vicinity of 
our large towns, they would have a powerful effect in diminish- 
ing the amount of consumption; and I may here observe, that 
the commissioners, appointed to examine into the condition of 
the army, not only recommended that additional barrack room 
should be provided, so that each man might have a minimum 
of six hundred cubic feet allotted to him; but also that, as in 
the French army, gymnastic exercises should be introduced.” 
(Pp. 134-135.) 








THE JourvaL or PsycHonocicat Mepictne AND MENTAL 
PatHotocy. Edited by Fores Winstow, M.D., D.C.L. 
New Series. No. xv. July, 1859. London: Churchill. 

AN exceedingly good and searching article on Pauper Lunacy, 

in this number of Dr. Wrystow’s Journal, will arrest the 

attention of all those who have anxiously studied the important 
question. The reader will also be glad to find that the same 
able hand which wrote the article on the “ Artificial Produc- 
tion of Stupidity in Schools,” still continues the subject under 
the title of the Principles of Early Mental Education. An 
article on the Proposed Legislation in Insanity reviews at 
length the many absurd alterations which the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury would, if he could, introduce into the law to the detriment 

—nay, the destruction—of all high-minded followers of this 

specialty. 

Our attention has, however, been more particularly drawn to 
the following remarks upon the case of Mr. Ruck. They echo 
most completely our own opinions expressed in last week's 
JournaL: and we trust that they will not be without their due 
weight upon the profession. 

“The evidence in support of these allegations was not of a 
psychological character. It consisted in the opinions of one 
physician, and three consulting surgeons, all of whom laid no 
claim to any particular or special knowledge of insanity. The 
four medical witnesses examined, viz., Dr. George Johnson 
Mr. Skey, Mr. Carter, and Mr. Gay assumed that Mr. Ruck’s 
case was one of ordinary ‘drunken insanity,’ or delirium tre- 
mens. Upon this gratuitous assumption, and implied hypo- 
thesis, they deduced their conclusions. There was no evidence 
that proved the case to be one of delirium tremens. No doubt 
Mr. Ruck indulged freely in the use of stimulants, but this 
disposition to drink to excess, and his occasional paroxysms of 





intoxication, were clearly, from the facts deposed to, merely 
symptoms of a prior and chronic state of disordered mind. 
The tendency to stimulants sprung out of the insanity, being 
associated with it, and was certainly not its proximate cause.* 
There was not a tittle of evidence to establish the case to have 
been, as the medical witnesses affirmed, one of delirium tre- 
mens. It was admitted on both sides that Mr. Ruck laboured 
under delusions of a dangerous character, and that he was in 
the habit of occasionally taking stimulants to excess; but in 
what respect does this condition of disordered mind resemble 
delirium tremens? Mr. Ruck’s was not a case of active acute 
delirium, caused by a series of debaucheries; for it was clear 
that, even when entirely free from the influence of intoxicating 
liquors, his mind was under the influence of the same extra- 
ordinary delusions respecting his wife's infidelity. However, 
it suited the purposes of the action to make it appear that Mr. 
Ruck’s case was one of delirium tremens, and the medical wit- 
nesses, assuming such to be the fact, were of opinion that there 
was no justification for his being restrained in a lunatic asy- 
lum. No practical physician, accustomed to treat cases of 
delirium tremens, and in the habit of distinguishing between 
this temporary state of mental alienation, caused by the presence 
of toxic agents in the blood, and legitimate attacks of insanity, 
would have so confounded the two conditions. There is no 
excuse for so egregious a blunder, and so serious a mistake of 
the evidence adduced at the trial; it constituted the basis upon 
which the medical men referred to grounded their conclusions. 
Assume that Dr. Johnson, and Messrs. Skey, Carter, and Gay, 
were right in their diagnosis when asked whether, in their 
judgment, Dr. Conolly and Mr. Barnett were right in consider- 
ing Mr. Ruck’s case to be one of ordinary insanity, and trans- 
ferring it to an asylum; their reply was emphatically in the 
negative, thus passing a severe condemnatory sentence upon 
the sagacity, knowledge, and humanity of Dr. Conolly and Mr. 
Barnett. 

“In the name of common sense, how could these gentlemen 
have given such evidence? It was utterly impossible for them 
to pronounce a safe and sound opinion as to Mr. iiuck’s state 
of mind at the time when Dr. Conolly examined him and cer- 
tified to his lunacy. They may entertain a doubt as to the 
nature of the case, and question the necessity for restraint ; 
but does this justify them in positively asserting that Dr. 
Conolly and Mr. Barnett entirely mistook the character of the 
case? We tread on hallowed ground when called upon to give 
evidence iikely to damage the reputation of a professional 
brother, and, therefore, we should proceed with the greatest 
caution, circumspection, and humility, considering well the 
opinions we express when placed in so trying a position. Sup- 
posing a physician, accustomed to deal exclusively with medical 
cases, were called upon to sit in judgment ona disputed point 
in practical surgery. We will imagine that Mr. Skey, Mr, 
Carter, or Mr. John Gay, had been called in to deal with a 
complex and difficult surgicalinjury. 1f, in twelve or eighteen 
months afterwards, a question were to arise as to whether the 
surgical case had been treated with scientific skill by any one 
of these surgeons, and the matter were to be brought into 
court with a view to obtain compensation for alleged injuries, 
what would these gentlemen think if Dr. Watson, Dr. Burrows, 
or Sir James Clark were to go into the witness box, and swear 
that these gentlemen had grossly misunderstood the character 
of the surgical case, and had treated it unskilfully? Would 
not the profession cry shame upon such evidence? Mr. Skey 
might with justice say to Sir James Clark and Dr. Watson, 
what do you know of practical surgery? how is it possible for 
you physicians to give any opinion on the subject? Ifyou had 
seen the case when I was called in to it, and acquainted your- 
selves with the great difficulties with which I had to contend 
in its treatment, you might, perhaps, have been able to guess 
as to whether I had mismanaged it; but without this knowledge 
your opinion is not entitled to any consideration, and should 
not be recorded against a professional brother. If Mr. Ruck 
entertained, as Dr. Conolly and Mr. Barnett represents, at the 
time of their examination, the most dangerous delusions re- 
specting the fidelity of his wife (against whom the shadow of 
a suspicion never existed), was he nota fit subject for restraint, 
and were not Dr. Conolly and Mr. Barnett justified in so certi- 
fying? Supposing that Dr. Conolly and Mr. Barnett had hesi- 





* “The disposition to indulge freely in the use of intoxicating drinks is 
unhappily a symptom frequently associated with ordinary attacks of in- 
sanity; but this does not constitute them cases of delirium tremens, If 
every insane person who is disposed to drink to excess is to be said to 
labour under delirium tremens, how endless and fatal would be the mistakes 
committed; ending, alas! often in the serious sacrifice of human life.” 
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tated in placing Mr. Ruck under control, and he, influenced by 
his terrible hallucinations, had sacrificed Mrs. Ruck’s life, would 
not both these medical gentlemen have been seriously censured, 
and called to account for not recognising Mr. Ruck’s dangerous 
insanity, and for not advising that he should be placed in a 
position of safety and security ? 

“There is one remarkable feature in this case to which we 
wish to direct particular attention. In reply to a series of 
questions, put to Mr. Ruck by Mr. Montague Chambers, he 
frankly admitted that the delusions (‘ suspicions,’ he termed 
them) regarding his wife continued on his mind until Mr. 
Wainwright undertook to examine into their reality. Mr. 
Wainwright saw Mr. Ruck at the asylum, and assured him that 
he had fully investigated into the matter, and that his, Mr. 
Ruck’s, impressions regarding his wife had no foundation in 
fact. As soon as this statement was made to Mr. Ruck, his 
delusions, it is alleged, respecting his wife’s numerous acts of 
infidelity, immediately vanished. For ten months previously, 
Mr, Ruck's mind had never apparently been free from these de- 
lusions, and in one moment Mr. Wainwright succeeded in dissi- 
pating them from his morbid imagination. ‘ Veni, vidi, vici, 
exclaims this wonderful psychological lawyer. Let not the 
question be asked, ‘ Who can minister to a mind diseased ?’ as 
long as Mr. Wainwright's valuable services can be obtained for 
the benefit of the insane.” 

They should make Mr. Wainwright Chief Commisioner in 
Lunacy. Such a profound psychologist is certainly out of his 
place labouring as an unknown attorney—his powers are surely 
running to waste. 
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THE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL AND TREASURER 
OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


WHEN the new code of Laws for the guidance of the British 
Medical Association was enacted at the annual meeting held in 
Birmingham, in 1856, it was provided that the offices of Presi- 
dent of the Council, and Treasurer, should be held for a period 
of three years; but that these offices should be conferred on 
Sir Charles Hastings during his life. Such a tribute of respect 
and confidence was, it was unanimously felt, not more than the 
due of him who had, with paternal eye, watched the increasing 
growth and vigour of the Association for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. When the law was passed, Sir Charles Hastings at once 
expressed his “ fixed determination ” to place the offices in the 
hands of the Association at the end of three years, in order 
that the principle adopted by the Association might be fairly 
carried out. 











This promise is about to be performed. Sir Charles Hastings, 
as an honourable man, has addressed the committee in a letter, 
published at p. 548, in which he states it to be his intention, at 
the coming annual meeting in Liverpool, to resign the offices 
held by him, in the hope that a better man may be found as 
his successor. There is but one response to be anticipated 
from the members. It would be a grievous thought if the 
official connection of Sir Charles Hastings with the Association 
were unavoidably about to end. Happily, as matters now stand, 

the Associates will only find, in the offered resignation of its 
_ President: of Council and Treasurer, an opportunity of once 
more expressing those feelings, which the devotion of his life 
to its welfare must ever keep in activity. 
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THE MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND. 


An advertisement in this day’s Journat states that the Annual 
Meeting of the Medical Benevolent Fund will be held at Mr. 
Churchill’s, on Wednesday next, July 12th. The object of the 
meeting will be the election of officers, and the transaction of 
other ordinary business ; but we hope that not a little will then 
be added to the treasury of this excellent institution, the 
characteristic feature of which is to do great good with little 
noise. As many of our newer associates may not be well 
acquainted with the working of this Fund, we give an extract 
or two from the report presented at the last annual meeting of 
the Association. 


“In the year then preceding, with a plentiful balance to 
resort to, the Committee were able to deal out bountiful aid in 
those distressing cases, where immediate and liberal pecuniary 
assistance can alone be of service. They accordingly ventured 
to bestow larger grants than formerly, at the same time that 
they increased the numbers of the recipients of their charity. 
In one instance they gave the sum of £50; it was to the widow 
and family of a medical man, who, having struggled hard, but 
unsuccessfully, in ill-health, and in misfortune, died, leaving 
wholly unprovided for, eleven orphans, and his poor widow 
about again to become a mother. £30 were voted to each of 
two other cases, and £25 to each of two more. The sum of 
£792:10 was expended in the assistance of urgent cases during 
the year, while £214 was given to Annuitants. 

“The Committee had the grateful satisfaction of knowing 
that by the careful investigation of the cases brought before 
them, and then by placing the money they have voted in the 
hands of some friend, who watched over its disposal, they had 
been enabled to uplift the fallen from a condition of degradation 
and misery, to one in which they have successfully struggled to 
obtain a livelihood for themselves and their families. 

“The experience of the Committee confirmed the wisdom 
and beneficence of the Founders of the Medical Benevolent 
Fund and its subsequent supporters, in delegating to a Com- 
mittee the duty of investigating the applications for relief, and 
of distributing the funds. Conscious that they were influenced 
only by a strong desire to do full justice to all, by giving aid 
according to the real necessities of each case, the Committee 
ventured to express their conviction, that in selecting the true 
and worthy objects of charity, by aiding them silently and as 
liberally as their means permit, and afterwards by watching 
over them, the Medical Benevolent Fund approached as near 
as a public charity can approach, to that which it trusted never 
to supersede—the private Christian charity which ‘letteth not 
the left hand know what the right hand doeth. Further than 
this, the Committee were happy in feeling that instead of 
superseding private charity, their operations tended to call it 
forth and foster it; for in many instances the expression 
of their intention to give aid, only as an addition to any that 
may be supplied by friends, had called forth friends and their 
effective assistance.” 


No one, we believe, can calculate the amount of real good 
that is done by such an institution as our Benevolent Fund. 
The widow and fatherless, reduced in their pecuniary circum- 
stances by the removal of a husband or parent, are not obliged 
to come forth and perforce cry aloud their claims: they are 
visited and questioned in their own home, and, if found worthy, 
are aided in such a way as to avoid exposure to, it may be, a 
curious and ridiculing world ; while oftentimes absolute poverty 
is warded off, and a way opened for the earning of an honest, 
and therefore honourable, livelihood. 

With these few remarks, made with the object of bringing 
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the subject under notice, we leave it to our readers, in the trust 
that they will do what they can to increase the splendour of 
what has hitherto been aptly designated as the “ jewel in the 
crown of our Association”. 
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THE WEEK. 


WE feel the greatest pleasure in stating that another quack has 
been fairly run to earth. John Goldsworthy, travelling phy- 
sician to the “ University of Cambridge European Institution, 
City Road, and New Square, Cambridge”, will for the next six 
months have ample time in Truro jail to ponder over some 
more reputable method of gaining his livelihood than by 
attempting to usurp medical titles. This adventurer, it will be 
remembered, has for some months been victimising the people 
of the West in the most shameful manner, under the plea of 
the highest philanthropy. He represented himself as the 
physician of a most important institution, sent by its directors 
on an errand of mercy to those poor persons in the country dis- 
tricts who could not afford the charges of ordinary medical 
men; and, under this lying pretence, reaped a rich harvest 
from the simple people of Devon and Cornwall. We are glad 
to find that it only requires a little determination to bring 
such people to condign punishment; and we trust our asso- 
ciates will not fail to give a good account of similar impostors 
who may happen to infest their neighbourhoods. 





Association Intelligence. 





LETTERS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 


Letters or communications for the Journat should be ad- 
dressed to Dr. WynTER, Coleherne Court, Old Brompton, S.W. 

Letters regarding the business department of the Journar, 
and corrected proofs, should be sent to 37, Great Queen Street, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C. 


ADMISSION OF MEMBERS, AND PAYMENT OF 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Tue General Secretary of the British Medical Association 
begs to call attention to the Laws regarding the ApMIssIoN 
of Mempers, and the Payment of their Subscriptions. 

“ Admission of Members. Any qualified medical practitioner, 
not disqualified by any bye-law, who shall be recommended 
as eligible by any three members, shall be admitted a member 
at any time by the Committee of Council, or by the Council 
of any Branch.” 

“ Subscriptions. The subscription to the Association shall be 
One Guinea annually; and each member, on paying his sub- 
scription, shall be entitled to receive the publications of the 
Association for the current year. The subscription shall date 
from the lst January in each year, and shall be considered as 
due unless notice of withdrawal be given in writing to the 
Secretary on or before the 25th of December previous.” 


Either of the following modes of payment may be adopted:— 

1. Payment by Post-Office Order to the Treasurer (Sir C. 
Hastings, M.D., Worcester), or to the undersigned. 

2. Payment to the Secretary of the Branch to which the 
member belongs. 

3. Members residing in the Metropolis and vicinity can make 
their payments through the publisher of the British Mepicatr, 
JournaL, Mr. Thomas John Honeyman, 37, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C. 


Purp H, Wittuuams, M.D., General Secretary. 
Worcester, July 1359. 





BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


Tue Twenty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the British Medical 

Association will be holden in Liverpool, on Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday, the 27th, 28th and 29th days of July. 
President—W. P. Arison, M.D., F.R.S.E., Edinburgh. 
President-Elect—Jamues R. W. VosE, M.D., Liverpool. 

The Committee of Council will meet at one o'clock on 
Wednesday, at the Medical Institution, Mount Pleasant. 

The General Council of the Association will meet at half-past 
two. 

Wednesday, 27th. 7 o'clock, p.m. First General Meeting of 
the Association. The retiring President will make a few re- 
marks. The new President will deliver an address. The 
Report of Council will be presented, and other business trans-. 
acted. 

Thursday, 28th. 
Adelphi Hotel. 

10 o’clock. Meeting of the members of the new Council. 
At 11, the Address in Medicine will be delivered by Dr. E. 
Waters of Chester. Cases and Papers will be read. 

The meeting will adjourn at 1, and reassemble at 2. The 
Report of the Benevolent Fund will be received. Cases and 
Papers will be read. 

Evening. There will be a Soirée at the Royal Institution, im 
Colquitt Street. 

Friday, 29th. 
delivered by A. T. H. Wartens, Esq., Liverpool. 
Cases will be read. 

6 pa. Dinner. Tickets a Guinea each. Gentlemen who. 
intend to be present at the dinner, are requested to send notice: 
as early as possible. 

Members are requested to enter, on arrival, their names and 
addresses in the Reception Room in the Medical Institution, 
Mount Pleasant, where all the meetings will take place, and 
where cards will be supplied which will secure admission to all 
the proceedings, and contain such information as may be 
useful to those who are strangers to the town. 

Members who wish for previous information may communi- 
cate with A. T. H. Waters, Esq., 27, Hope Street, Liverpool. 

It is particularly requested that all Members who propose 
to read Papers will communicate with the General Secretary 
without delay. Arrangements will be made for the Sectional 
Reading of Papers, if a sufficient number be promised to 
render such a plan desirable. 

Among the principal Hotels are:—the Adelphi, Ranelagh 
Place; the Waterloo, Ranelagh Street ; the Angel, Dale Street ;. 
the Feathers, Clayton Square; the George, Dale Street ; the 
Grecian, Dale Street; the Neptune, Clayton Square; the 
Queen’s, Lime Street; the Royal, Moorfields; the Stork, 
Queen’s Square; the Union, Parker Street; the Victoria, St. 
John’s Lane; the Wellington, Dale Street. 

Puiu H. Wir1ams, M.D., General Secretary. 
Worcester, June 30th, 1859. 


Morning, 8.30. Public Breakfast at the 


ll a.m. The Address in Physiology will be 
Papers and 





BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


NAME OF BRANCH, PLACE OF MEETING. DATE. 
READING. Council Chamber, Wed., July 

{Annual Meeting. ] Reading. 13, 4 P.M. 
BaTH AND BRISTOL. The Institution, Thurs., July 

{Annual Meeting. ] Bristol. ldth, 3 p.m. 


MErtRoP. CouNTIES. 32a, George Street, Tuesday, 
{Annual Meeting.] Hanover Square. July 19th, 
8 P.M. 


Royal Hotel, 
Rhyl. 


Tues., July 
19th, 1 p.m. 


Nortu WALEs. 
[Annual Meeting. } 





[To prevent delay, Reports of Branch Meetings should be 
sent direct to the office, 37, Great Queen Street. ] 
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THE OFFICES OF PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
AND TREASURER. 
Tue following letter from Sir Charles Hastings was read at 
the last meeting of the Committee of Council. 
“ To the Committee of Council of the British Medical 
Association. 

* GENTLEMEN,—Will you allow me the privilege of making 
you the medium of a communication to the British Medical 
Association ? 

“It will doubtless be in your recollection, that, at the Bir- 
mingham Meeting of the Association, a law was passed by 
which the offices of President of the Council and Treasurer 
should be vacated triennially; but it was specially reserved 
that the offices should be conferred on me for my life. 

“The period of three years will expire at our next anniver- 
sary, when I shall place the offices at the disposal of the 
Association, in the hope that some person better qualified than 
myself may come forward and be elected to the offices. 

“ T have the honour to be yours faithfully, 


* CHaRLEs HastTINGs. 
Worcester, April 4th, 1859. 





SOUTH-WESTERN BRANCH: 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE annual meeting of the South-Western Branch was held 
in the Bath Saloon, Torquay, on Thursday, June 23rd: C. Rap- 
CLYFFE Hau, M.D., President, in the Chair. Among the mem- 
bers and visitors present, were the following :—H. Appleton, 
Esq. (St. Mary Church) ; J. B. Ashford, M.D. (Torquay); T. 
Balman, M.D. (Torquay); G. Black, M.D. (Torquay); C. H. 
Brooking, M.D. (Brixham); R. Bryden, Esq. (Uffculme); J. 
E. Clark, Esq. (Paignton); — Coombs, M.D. (Torquay); P. 
C. De la Garde, Esq. (Exeter); J. Derry, Esq. (Totnes); J. 
Derry, jun., Esq. (Totnes) ; J. Edye, Esq. (Exeter); E. Emp- 
son, Esq. (Crediton); R.T. Evanson, M.D. (Torquay); C. 
Forbes, M.D. (Bovey Tracey); J.J. Goodridge, Esq. ( Paign- 
ton); J. Goodridge, jun., Esq. (Paignton); L. Harris, Esq. 
(Totnes) ; H. B. Hartland, Esq. (Torquay); — Hicks, M.D. 
(Torquay); J. H. James, Esq. (Exeter); R. Kerswill, Esq. 
(St. Germains); W. Marrack, Esq. (Liskeard); C. B. Nanki- 
vell, M.D. (Torquay); T. E. Owen, Esq. (Totnes); W. T. 
Plowman, M.D. (Torquay); J. Pollard, Esq. (St. Mary Church) ; 
W. Pollard, Esq. (Torquay); C. W. Pridham, Esq. (Paignton) ; 
C. H. Roper, Esq. (Exeter); T. Shapter, M.D. (Exeter); J. S. 
Smith, Esq. (Tiverton); W. K. Spragge, Esq. (Paignton); W. 
J. Square, Esq. (Plymouth); W. W. Stabb, Esq. (Torquay) ; 
J. Toogood, M.D. (Torquay); J. B. Toogood, Esq. (Torquay) ; 
A. Waters, Esq. (Exmouth); J. Westhead, Esq. (Torquay) ; 
the Rev. T. N. Hicks; R. E. Vivian, Esq.; and the Rev. R. 
Wolfe. 

Mr. Epye, the retiring president, expressed his gratification 
at the fact that his duties on that occasion would be very 
short: he had simply to resign the presidential chair he had 
occupied for the last twelve months to one who was eminently 
qualified to succeed him, Dr. Radclyffe Hall. It was once ob- 
served by a friend of his, who knew a good deal of the world, 
that no man ever retired from a high and dignified position— 
whatever had been the trials and difficulties attending it— 
without feeling some slight degree of regret. If that were 
true, what must be his feelings on relinquishing an honourable 
appointment that had been, he might say, a continuous ovation 
from beginning to end? It was a subject of no small degree 
of pride and pleasure to him, when he was elected to preside 
over the body of gentlemen which he saw around him, that 
he happened to succeed so excellent a predecessor as his 
friend, Dr. Cookworthy, whom to know was but to esteem; 
and he felt equally proud and pleased at the fact, that the 
chair, when vacated by himself, was to be filled by one whose 
presence rendered it impertinent in him to say more than that 
his talents and ability in his profession were known and reco- 
gnised as those of a very distinguished order, and whose pri- 
vate character entitled him to the highest esteem of his fellow 
men. [Cheers.] It would be presumptuous in him to detain 


the ‘meeting longer, and he would therefore merely refer to 
one somewhat illustrious occurrence that had happened during 
his presidency. That Bill which had agitated the profession 
for the last twenty or thirty years had come to what he trusted 
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was a happy termination, although a variety of opinions were 
expressed on the subject. He really hoped that it would work 
better than had been anticipated, and that all those evils 
which it had been said would result from it, would not be 
realised. He had now to give up his chair to Dr. Hall, which 
he did with very great pleasure. [Applause.} 

Dr. Rapciyrrr Hat, on assuming the presidential chair, 
delivered an able address, which is published at p. 541. 

VOTES OF THANKS. 

Dr. NANKIVELL proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring 
president, Mr. Edye, for his kindness and courtesy in the 
chair. He hoped that, now he had retired, his interest in the 
affairs of the Association would be in no degree abated. 

Mr. Emrson seconded the motion, and acknowledged the 
honour this Branch of the Association last year conferred upon 
him in sending him as its representative at the parent society’s 
meeting. 

The motion was carried by acclamation, and Mr. Epye re- 
turned thanks in appropriate terms. 

Dr. Brack moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Radclyffe Hall for 
his valuable address, with a request that it should be pub- 
lished; and expressed his gratification at seeing the chair so 
worthily filled. 

Mr. ArpLETON seconded the motion, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

The PresipEnt briefly acknowledged the compliment. 


NEXT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRANCH: 
OFFICERS. 

On the motion of Mr. Epye, seconded by Dr. NanxrveEtt, it 
was resolved— 

“That the next annual meeting of the Branch be held at 
Plymouth.” 

Mr. James moved, Mr. J. S. Surrn seconded, and it was 
unanimously agreed— 

“That J. Wurprte, Esq., be the President-elect for next 

year.” 

. The re-appointment of Mr. Roper, as Honorary Secretary, 
was proposed by Mr. Epyr and seconded by Mr. Empson, both 
of whom bore testimony to the zeal and efficiency with which 
the duties had been hitherto performed by that gentleman. 
The motion received the unanimous concurrence of the 
meeting. ‘ 

- The following gentlemen were then elected new members of 
the Council of the Branch :—J. C. Cookworthy, M.D.; J. H. 
Hicks, Esq.; S. Kerswill, Esq.; W.J. Square, Esq.; and P. 
W. Swain, Esq. 

The following members were elected to represent the Branch 
in the General Council of the Association, in addition to the 
Secretary :—P. C. De la Garde, Esq.; R.T. Evanson, M.D.; 
J. B. Toogood, Esq.; and J. Whipple, Esq. 

MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION IN 1860. 

Communications from Sir Charles Hastings were read, inti- 
mating a readiness, on the part of the General Council, if 
invited, 1o hold the next annual meeting (1860) in some part 
of the south-western district, and suggesting that the present 
meeting should select the town, and recommend the President 
for the occasion. 

An animated conversation arose as to the town which should 
be selected for the honour of receiving the Parent Association 
in 1860: in the course of which, Mr. James and Mr. EpYE 
addressed the meeting. The general feeling at length became 
unanimous in favour of Torquay. 

Mr. Brooxine then proposed— 

“That the place of meeting of the Parent Association in 
1860, be Torquay.” 

Dr. NANKIVELL seconded the motion, and was certain that 
he spoke the sentiments of the medical gentlemen of this town 
when he said they would be happy to receive the Parent 
Society, and to do all they could that would conduce to the 
profit of the visit. [Hear, hear.] 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Epye then moved— 

“That Dr. RapctyFFE Haiti be recommended as the Pre- 
sident-elect of the British Medical Association for the year 
1860.” 

He was sure that gentleman was in every respect calculated to 
do honour to so distinguished a position. [Hear, hear.] 

Dr. Back seconded the nomination. 

The PRESIDENT requested, as the question was one personal 
to himself, that he might be allowed to leave the chair whilst 
it was considered. 
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Mr. Epye then took the chair; and, after some remarks, put 
the motion to the meeting, which carried it with acclamation. 

Dr. Hatt confessed that he hardly knew in what terms to 
acknowledge an honour which he had so little expected. 
Whether their recommendation were endorsed or not by the 
Parent Association, he should feel equally sensible of the 
kindly feeling of the gentlemen by whom he was surrounded. 

NEW MEMBERS. 
A number of new members were proposed and seconded. 
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. James asked the meeting to accord to the worthy Presi- 
dent its heartiest thanks for his services on the present occa- 
sion. The object of the Association was to promote the im- 
provement of the profession by any and every means in a way 
that redounded to the honour of the provinces ; and he need 
not tell them that Dr. Hall had on various occasions shewn 
that he had followed out the study of the profession in a 
manner that did him great honour, and that was caleulated to 
improve the actual position of the profession itself. [Hear.] 
Another object of the Association was to maintain the honour 
of the profession; and in this respect Dr. Hall’s conduct on all 
occasions shewed that the presidency was quite safe in his 
hands. [Hear, hear.] 

Dr. NaNkKIVELL seconded the motion, and said he was sure 
the members of the General Association would next year have 
abundant reason to congratulate themselves on having secured 
the valuable services of Dr. Hall as President. 

The PRESIDENT Once more expressed his acknowledgments. 
To be able to stand well in the estimation of his medical 
brethren, had been the object of his ambition all his life; and 
he need not say that it was highly satisfactory to him to 
receive their kind approval. [Applause.] 

At half-past five the members dined together at Webb's 
Royal Hotel. 





SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

On Wednesday, 29th June, the Annual Meeting of this Branch 
was held at Dover: Witt1am Sankey, Esq., President, in the 
Chair. There were also present :—A. W. Baird, M.D. (Dover) ; 
F. E. Barton, Esq. (Dover) ; J. C. Burrows, Esq. (Mayor of 
Brighton); J. M. Burton, Esq. (Lee Park, Lee); J. F. 
Crookes, Esq. (Harewell, Faversham); J. H. Drew, Esq. 
(Dover); R. Elliott, Esq. (Chichester); IF. Fry, Esq. (Maid- 
stone); F. F. Giraud, Esq. (Faversham) ; Valentine Heyesdall, 
M.D. (Christiania) ; W. Hoar, Esq. (Maidstone); G. F. Hodg- 
son, Esq. (Brighton); Jonathan Hutchinson Esq. (London) ; 
E. Long, Esq. (Barham); P. Martin, Esq. (Reigate); A. 
Napper, Esq. (Cranley, Guildford); F. Plomley, M.D. ( Maid- 
‘stone); J. Reid, Esq. (Canterbury); E. F. Sankey, Esq. 
(Beckley); F. H. Sankey, Esq. (Wingham); G. Sankey, Esq. 
(Maidstone); A. Sisson, Esq. (Reigate); James Stedman, 
Esq. (Guildford) ; J. S. Steele, Esq. (Reigate) ; C. M. Thomp- 
son, sq. (Westerham); C. Trustam, Esq. (Tunbridge Wells) ; 
and H. Whitfield, Esq. (Ashford). 

The meeting assembled at Twelve o’clock, at the Ancient 
Maison Dieu, now the New Town Hall, Dover. 

The Preswent delivered an address which is published at 
p. 544. 

REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

The Secretary read the following Report :— 

“The Council of the South-Eastern Branch have to con- 
gratulate their Associates on its continued prosperity. The 
number of members continues to increase. During the last 
twelve months, thirty-eight members have been added to the 
Branch, whilst the number to be deducted on account of death, 
resignation, or removal, only amounts to eight. 

“The Council have seen with much pleasure the great 
success which has attended the district meetings in the 
Rochester, Maidstone, and Gravesend district. ‘These well 
managed meetings are largely attended, and are most useful in 
extending the advantages to be derived from association in the 
South-Eastern Branch. The Council are very desirous of 
seeing similar meetings established in other districts of the 
three counties. 

“ The Council are happy to say that the subscriptions have 
for the most part been paid with much promptitude and 
regularity. There is still however room for improvement, and 
they would suggest that the subscriptions for the year should 
always be paid, at the latest, by the time of the Annual 
Meeting. 





“In reviewing the public affairs of the profession since the 
last Annual Meeting, the Council have to congratulate the 
members on the passing of a bill for the regulation of the 
medical profession, from which much advantage may be hoped. 
The establishment of an authentic register of qualified prac- 
titioners is the first step towards the improved status which 
all are anxious to see; and although doubtless exaggerated 
expectations have existed, as to what might be done for the 
profession by legislation, it cannot be denied that the dis- 
tinctive line, henceforth to be drawn between the educated 
practitioner and the uneducated pretender, must tend to the 
elevation of the scientific physician and surgeon. 

“Soon after the passing of the Medical Bill, a Special 
Meeting of this Branch was held, and the three counties were 
divided into districts, in each of which, committees were formed 
for the purpose of taking cognizance of the registration, and in 
each district gentlemen kindly undertook the office of local 
secretaries for registration. The council believe that the 
medical registrar has been much assisted by the formation of 
similar committees, not only within, but without the limits of 
the British Medical Association, and they fully believe that 
illegal and fraudulent registration will be almost entirely pre- 
vented by their exertions. 

“The Council are unwilling to pass without comment the 
recent publication of the Royal warrants for the reconstitution 
of the army and navy medical departments. 

“The Army Warrant has been for many months before the 
profession; and it may be confidently said that its provisions, 
as regards the medical service, are both liberal and just— 
calculated to attract a portion of the best students, and there- 
fore to promote the interests of the soldier and of the country. 

“The Naval Warrant has been more recently issued ; but it 
is fonnded on the same liberal principles, and it may truly be 
said that the position of the army and navy medical officers is 
far more worthy of an honourable profession than it was a few 
years since. The British Medical Association may well con- 
gratulate its members on these improvements; for it has 
repeatedly urged them on the attention of the legislature, and 
their adoption may be traced, partly to the growing spirit of 
liberality which happily may be seen in the conduct of em- 
ployers, whether as private individuals, or as public bodies, 
but in a great measure also to the strenuous exertions of the 
members of the two honourable services aided by this Associa- 
tion, as well as by other professional bodies. 

“The Balance Sheet for the past year is appended. 


Balance Sheet, 29th June, 1859. 


1858. Dr. 
June 24. Balance in the hands of the Treasurer £31 8 11 
1859. 
June 27. By 186 Branch Subscriptions - 23 5 0 
£54 13 11 
1858. Cr. 
Nov. 25. Postage - - - - £10 «0 
1859. 
Jan. 5. Postage - - - - 110 0 
11. Rochester District Meetings - - 217,38 
17. Medical Directory - - - 08 6 
Postage - - - - 100 
24. Advertisement, Sussex Express - O07 0 
Ditto, Kentish Gazette - - 070 
27, Allingham, Bill - - - 51210 
Stationery - - - 05 0 
29. Balance in the hands of the Treasurer - 41 6 4 
£54 13 11 


It was moved by Mr. Stepman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and 
carried unanimously— 

“ That the Report now read be received and adopted.” 

PLACE OF MEETING IN 1860: ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 

It was moved by Dr. Barrp, seconded by Mr. WHITFIELD, 
and carried unanimously-— p 

“ That the place of meeting in 1860 be Maidstone; and that 
the following gentlemen be requested to act as officers of the 
Branch for the ensuing year :—President : Frederick Fry, Esq. 
(Maidstone). Vice-Presidents : Wm. Hoar, Esq. ( Maidstone) ; 
H. Gould, Esq. (Wateringbury). Local Members of Council : 
C. L. Allwork, Esq.; F. Barham, Esq.; F. Plomley, M.D.; J.C. 
Prance, Esq.; G. Sankey, Esq.; and J. W. Woodfall, M.D. (all 
of Maidstone).” 
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The Secretary then stated that the voting-papers which 
had been returned to him having been examined, it appeared 
that the following members were elected representatives of the 
Branch in the General Council for the ensuing year:—W. 
Addison, M.D. (Brighton) ; J. Milner Barry, Esq. (Tunbridge 
Wells); F. J. Brown, M.D. (Chatham); J. C. Burrows, Esq. 
(Brighton); W. Sankey, Esq. (Dover); J. Stedman, Esq, 
(Guildford); W. Street, Esq. (Reigate); C. M. Thompson, 
Esq. (Westerham). 

The following gentlemen were declared to be elected mem- 
bers of the Council of the Branch:—G. Bottomley, Esq. 
(Croydon); A. Carpenter, M.B. (Croydon); R. Elliott, Esq. 
(Chichester); F. Fry, Esq. (Maidstone); W. A. Greenhill, 
M.D. (Hastings); A. Martin, M.D. (Rochester); F. Sankey, 
Esq. (Wingham); T. H. Smith, Esq. (St. Mary Cray); J. 
Stedman, Esq. (Guildford); W. Street, Esq. (Reigate); C. 
— Esq. (Tunbridge Wells); H. Whittield, Esq. (Ash- 
ord). 

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE LATE PRESIDENT. 

It was moved by Dr. PLomiey, seconded by Mr. Naprer, and 
carried unanimously— 

“ That the best thanks of the members of the Branch are 
due, and are hereby given, to Mr. Cordy Burrows, for the able 
manner in which he has discharged the duties of President of 
the Branch for the past year, and for the kind hospitality with 
which he has received the members; to Mr. Lowdell, Vice- 
President, and to the gentlemen of the Local Council and 
other members residing at Brigkton, for the admirable arrange- 
ments made by them at the last annual meeting, which was 
especially successful and agreeabie.” 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE BRANCH. 


The Secretary then read the following list of new members 
who had been provisionally admitted since the last annual 
meeting, and whose election was now unanimously confirmed. 
Barton, F. E., Esq., Dover Kelcey, W., Esq., Dover 
Bodkin, T., Esq., Croydon King, Joseph, l’sq., Brighton 
Burton, John M., Esq., Lee Park, Martin, Joseph, Esq., Dartford 

Blackheath Moore, Ebenezer, Esq., Dartford 
Bush,John,Esq.,The Retreat,Clapham Owen, Francis, E'sq., Leatherhead 
Butler, John, M.D., Woolwich Patrick, Jarman, Esq., New brompton 
Butler, William H., Esq., Guildford Robertson, C. D., Sussex 
Clapton, E., M.D., Wellington Street, County Lunatic Asylum 

London Bridge Ross, Frederick D., Esq., Guildford 
Drew, J. H., Esq., Dover Sargant, Joseph, Isq., Reigate 
Foreman, R. C., M.D., Church Hill Slaughter, T. G., Esq., Farningham 

House, Brighton Smith, H., Esq., St. Mary Cray 
Gidley, G., I.R.C.P., Sandgate Spurrell,Flaxman, Fsq., Bexley Heath 
Gorham, John, Esq., Tunbridge Stedman, Jas. R., M.D., Guildford 
Grantham, John, Esq., Crayford Swinhoe, George M., Esq., Charlton 
Grayling, John, M.D., Sittingbourne ‘Tyrrell, W., Esq., St. Helen’s Place, 
Johnson, J.8., Esq., Croydon Bishopsgate 
Jones, Charles S., Esq., Chichester Weekes, R., Esq., Hurstpierpoint 

It was moved by the Secretary, seconded by Dr. Batrp, and 
carried unanimotsly— 

“ That the following alteration be made in Law 7. 
of the words ‘ two members’, read ‘three members’.” 

The effect of this alteration is, in conformity to the laws of 
the Association, to require a recommendation from three mem- 
bers of the Branch for each gentleman desirous of joining the 
Branch. 


Instead 


CASES AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

The following communications were made :— 

1. Observations on the Administration of Oleum [ilicis 
Maris in Tapeworm. By F. E. Barton, Esq. 

2. Removal of the Tonsils by the Guillotine. By F. E. 
Barton, Esq. 

3. Selection of Surgical Cases. 
(Reigate). 

a. Renal Calculus passing through the Abdominal Parietes 
by Suppuration above Poupart’s Ligament. 

b. Disease of both Hip-Joints: Dislocation into either 
Ischiatic Notch, and Spontaneous Exfoliation of the 
Head of the Right Femur below Poupart’s Ligament. 

c. Excision of the Head of the Femur, and death by Phle- 
bitis of the opposite Iliac Vein. 

d. Successful Operation for Umbilical Hernia. 

e. Ligature of the Femoral Artery for Hemorrhage from 
the Anterior Tibial, after Operation for Disease of the 
eee - the Tibia, in which the latter Artery could not 

e tied. 

f. Ligature of the Ulnar and Radial Arteries, for Hemor- 
rhage arising from Deep Wound of the Wrist-Joint. 

4. Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, Surgeon to the Metropolitan 
Free Hospital, gave a very interesting Demonstration of Casts, 
Drawings, and Stereographs, illustrating the Diagnosis of 
Hereditary Syphilis by the Condition of the Teeth. 
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It was moved by Mr, Rerp, seconded by Mr. Hoar, and 
carried unanimously— 

“ That the thanks of the meeting be given to those gentle- 
men whose papers have been read; and that they be requested 
to allow of their publication in the Journat.” 

VOTE OF THANKS. 

It was moved by Mr. THomrson, seconded by Mr. Grraup, 
and carried unanimously— 

“ That the thanks of the South-Eastern Branch be offered to 
the Mayor and Corporation of Dover, for their kindness in 
giving the use of the new Town Hall; to Colonel Stothard, R.E., 
and to Mr. Druce, for the facilities they have kindly afforded in 
enabling the members to visit the Fortifications and the 
Admiralty Pier.” 

The meeting then adjourned ; and, after partaking of refresh- 
ments kindly provided by the President, the members pro- 
ceeded to visit the various objects of interest in the town. 
Among these were the Natural History Museum, with its in- 
teresting collection of British Birds presented by Dr. Plomley ; 
the Fortifications of the Castle and Western Heights; and the 
Works of the Admiralty Pier, where, by the kindness of Mr. 
Druce, the resident engineer, the members had an opportunity 
of witnessing the ascent and descent of the diving-bell, and 
other interesting operations. 

At five o'clock the party sat down to dinner at the Lord 
Warden Hotel, when Mr. Sankey again presided. In addition 
to those present in the morning, the following gentlemen 
attended as visitors:—E. Ferrand Astley, M.D. (Mayor of 
Dover); Rev. Alfred J. Woodhouse (Incumbent of Trinity, 
Dover) ; Rev. F. Owston (Pirbright, Surrey) ; Colonel Aylmer, 
R.A. ; Edward Druce, Esq. (Resident Engineer of the Admi- 
ralty Works); C. V. Wallace, Esq., F.R.S. (Engineer of Tele- 
graphs to the South-Eastern Railway); John F. South, Esq., 
F.R.C.S.; Pragg Woodfall, Esq., R.A.; Henry Coleman, Esq. 
(Dover); W. Sutton, M.D. (Dover); J. C. Ottaway, Esq. 
(Dover); Alfred B. Cuttield, Esq. (Deal) ; R. G. Davey, Esq. 
(Walmer). 








Reports of Societies. 


ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 
Tuespay, JUNE l4ru, 1859. 
F. C. Sxty, Esq., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF EMPYEMA BY “ DRAINAGE,” ILLUSTRATED 
BY TWO CASES. BY S. J. GOODFELLOW, M.D. 
SOME REMARKS ON THE TREATMENT BY DRAINAGE GENERALLY. 
BY C. DE MORGAN, ESQ. 

The object of this communication was to show the advantage 
to be derived in many, if not in all, cases of empyema, of 
making two openings in the operation of paracentesis thoracis, 
and of establishing a free communication between them, and 
between the cavity of the pleura and the external air, by 
means of an India-rubber tube, perforated at frequent intervals 
in the way recommended by Chassaignac for the healing of 
sinuses. The marked success attending the adoption of this 
plan of treatment, in the two cases read to the society, seemed 
to afford strong evidence of its value. 

CasE 1. A boy in the Middlesex Hospital, aged 17, had 
been suffering for upwards of five years from an opening in 
the right side of the chest, which communicated directly 
with the pleural cavity; and, for a great part of this long 
period, also with a cavity in the lung, the result of an abscess. 
At the age of twelve years, this boy had an attack of pneumo- 
nia after measles, which terminated in abscess. In a short 
time this abscess burst into the cavity of the pleura: and, ul- 
timately, a spontaneous opening occurred in the chest wall, 
through which a great quantity of pus, of a very offensive cha- 
racter, continued to be discharged for the five years preceding 
the adoption of the operation above recommended. During the 
whole of this period the boy had been for the most part confined 
to bed; and, notwithstanding the treatment that had been 
adopted at home, and in a public hospital, but little improve- 
ment took place in his general health, and no progress what- 
ever was made towards the healing of the disease in the chest. 
The counter-opening was made, and Chassaignac’s tube inserted 
on the 5th of January last. In’a few days a marked change 
for the better was observed; the discharge from the opening, 
instead of being thin, unhealthy, and intolerably stinking, was 
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thick, much reduced in quantity, and nearly free from odour: 
his general health rapidly improved; the cedema of the legs, 
with which he had been afflicted for some years, quickly dimi- 
nished ; and he was able to sit up for several hours every day. 
In three months after the operation he was dismissed. He 
was then able to walk a considerable distance without difficulty, 
and had since been doing well. 

Case m. A man, aged 24, for nearly three years had suf- 
fered from tubercular disease of the left lung, followed by 
pneumothorax and empyema. There was every reason to be- 
lieve that the empyema had been present for more than a year, 
and that a considerable quantity of fluid was in the pleural 
cavity. The greatest impulse of the heart was felt about two 
inches below, and an inch to the external aspect of the right 
nipple. The first opening was made by Mr. Dr Moraay, on 
January 21st, between the fifth and sixth ribs; and the sero- 
purulent matter was allowed gradually to drain away by partly 
plugging the cannula. In twenty-four hours, upwards of eight 
quarts had escaped, the opening still freely discharging. Four 
days afterwards, a second opening was made, and the perfora- 
ted tube introduced. But it was found, after about ten days, 
that the counter opening had not been made sufficiently low 
down in the chest cavity, for the pus remained so long as to 
become decomposed. A second counter opening was made, as 
low down as possible; after which the discharge soon lost its 
offensive odour, quickly diminished in quantity, and the gene- 
ral health of the patieut so rapidly improved that he was able 
to get up in a few days; and, on April 5th, he was able to re- 
turn to his home. Since his discharge he has continued to 
improve in health and strength, and was now able to perform a 
day’s work at an easy occupation. 

The benefit to be derived from the plan of “drainage,” by 
means of Chassaignac’s tube was obvious. The openings in 
the chest-wall were always free; the matter was discharged 
drop by drop as it formed, so that if the tube was suitably 
placed, there was never any collection whatever of pus in the 
thorax; no time was given for decomposition; and the pus 
was, therefore, discharged in a healthy and pure state. 

; The operation is very simple. A puncture with a trocar, or 
simple incision, may be made into the cavity of the chest at 
the usual place—between the fifth and sixth, or sixth and 
seventh ribs—or, indeed, in any convenient situation. A firm 
long iron probe, somewhat bent, is then passed through the 
opening, and directed towards the lower and back part of 
the cavity—the lower the better. If the end of the probe be 
made to press against the sides of the thoracic walls, it can be 
felt from the outside through the intercostal spaces, though, 
perhaps, obscurely, owing to the thickness and toughness of 
the false membrane within. The lowest and most appropriate 
site in which the probe can be felt having been selected, an in- 
cision is made upon the end of the probe, which is then brought 
through the opening thus made. A strong piece of silk thread 
is passed into the eye of the probe, and drawn through the two 
openings ; and the drainage tube, being firmly tied to one end, 
is then drawn through by means of the silk; the ends of the 
tube are tied together, and the operation is completed. 

The plan of treatment by “drainage,” first adopted by 
Chassaignac, has been largely and beneficially put in practice 
at the Middlesex Hospital, in deep-seated and extensive col- 
lections of matter. The operation consists in passing through 
the abscess a fine India-rubber tube, perforated at small inter- 
vals; the ends of the tube, which project from the opposite 
sides of the abscess, are then tied together, and the matter is 
allowed to drain away, and to discharge itself through the per- 
forations made in the tube. 


Enitor's Letter ox, 


WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES TO GRADUATES IN 
MEDICINE OF JOINING THE ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON ? 

Sin,—What advantages may graduates in medicine of the 
Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, or Edinburgh, expect to 
derive from becoming Licentiates of the College of Physicians, 
London? I observe the names of many good men and true, 
who have joined the College under the recent by-laws; and 
therefore I presume that some benefit is considered likely to 
accrue to persons already possessed of good qualifications, in 
return for their twenty-five pounds. Before the Medical Bill 
was passed, the license might have been a boon ; but, unless 














the fellowship is to follow the license as a matter of course, I 
am at a loss to discover in what way the license of the Royal 
College of Physicians, London, is likely to be of any service to 
a provincial practitioner who has been for more than twenty 
years A Doctor or MEDICINE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF EDINBURGH. 
Bootia Minor, July 5th, 1859. 





RESULTS OF OVARIOTOMY. 
Letrer From I. B. Brown, Esa. 


Sin,—How can I attempt to answer an anonymous co® 
respondent who makes such a wilful misstatement as that con- 
tained in your last Journa ? 

I have only once published “ Five Cases of Ovariotomy” in 
your JourNAL; and every one of your readers must have seen 
the heading to be “Five Cases of Ovariotomy: Three Suc- 
cessful,” etc. ; and not, as he states, “ three ending in death”. 

I intend during the next antumn to place before the profes- 
sion the results of my experience in all my surgical operations. 
F.R.C.S. can then criticise those results, if he do so truthfully. 

I am, etc., I. B. Brown. 


17, late 16, Connaught Square, Hyde Park, W., July 5th, 1859. 





Parliamentary Intelligence. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Friday, July 1st, 1859. 


LUNATICS. 


Mr. Watrotre moved for the re-appointment of a Select 
Committee to inquire into the operation of the Acts of Par- 
liament and regulations for the care and treatment of lunatics 
and their property. ‘The right honourable gentleman said the 
former Committee had proceeded a great way with their in- 
quiries; but had not completed them when Parliament was 
dissolved. He believed all the members of the late Committee 
but one were members of the present House. 

The motion was agreed to. 





Monday, July Ath. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACT (1858) CONTINUANCE. 

Mr. Lowe, in moving for leave to bring in a Bill to make 
perpetual the Public Health Act of 1858, explained that it was 
rather a matter of urgency, the Bill of that year having been 
passed quite at the end of that Session for the purpose of 
giving to the Privy Council the powers contained in the 
Diseases’ Prevention Act of 1855, the chief of those powers 
being that of inspecting and reporting upon diseased districts. 
The Act of 1858 expired on the 1st of August, so that there 
was little time for legislation. He proposed to bring in a Bill 
to make that Act perpetual. It would not contain the com- 
pulsory powers incident to the old Board of Health, but would 
merely give to the Privy Council powers which were necessary 
and serviceable in the public interest. 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 





Tuesday, July 5th. 
THE RIVER THAMES. 

On the motion of Sir M. Pero, an address to the Crown was 
agreed to for returns from the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
and from all district boards established under the Metropolis 
Local Management Act, and from the City (of London) Com- 
missioners of Sewers, of any and all operations performed by 
them between the 25th day of March last and the 18th day of 
June inst., with the object of preventing the occurrence of 
noisome effluvia from the river Thames, and particularly of the 
quantities of lime or other deodorising agents day by day used 
for that purpose ; specifying, in tabular form, when, where 
and to what amount such agents or any of them were re- 
spectively employed, and the sums of money expended on and 
about the use thereof; tabular returns from the Metropolitan 
Board of Works and the Board of Conservancy of the river 
Thames respectively, of the daily or other ascertained quan- 
tities of fresh water which have passed into the tideway of the 
river Thames from the weir at Teddington-lock, and from 
other principal streams which discharge into the said tideway 
between Teddington-lock and Chelsea-bridge, and particularly 
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of the daily quantities in the years 1858 and 1859: from all 
the metropolitan waterworks’ companies of the daily quantities 
of water delivered by them respectively in the years 1858 and 
1859; from the Astronomer Royal, of the daily quantities of 
rain fallen at Greenwich, and at any other places within the 
drainage area of the Thames of which he possesses particulars, 
and of the daily mean temperature of the atmosphere at 
Greenwich, and of the water of the river Thames for the 
last three years; from the medical and other officers of Her 
Majesty’s hospital-ship Dreadnought, moored in the Thames, 
of any and all observations and experiments made by them, or 
under their direction, with reference to the condition of the 
river in the years 1858 and 1559; and returns from Her Ma- 
jesty’s Office of Works, and from the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, of any communications, resolutions, and measures of 
the years 1858 and 1859, in reference to the suggested im- 
provement of the river Thames by embanking the same, and 
by forming low-level sewers within the embanked spaces. 
The hon. member then moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
provide for the prevention of noisome effluvia from the river 
Thames within the metropolis; observing that, as he believed 
- the introduction of the measure would not be opposed, he 
would reserve its details until the second reading. The Bill 
required the Metropolitan Board of Works, and the various 
district boards, to make monthly returns with reference to the 
measures adopted for the improvement of the sewerage, and the 
prevention of noisome efiluvia from the Thames. It might be 
said that these returns would readily be given without being 
compulsory, but, as the subject was one of the utmost im- 
portance, and as the sanitary condition of the metropolis was 
s0 materially affected by the condition of the Thames, he 
thought that the Metropolitan Commissioners ought to be re- 
quired to render a very minute account of all their proceedings. 
He did not mean to impose any restriction upon the com- 
missioners, for the responsibility would still rest with them ; 
but he thought Parliament ought to have the means of ascer- 
taining from time to time whether the commissioners were 
doing all in their power for the purification of the river. He 
had also introduced a clause giving increased powers of 
taxation, in case the existing ones should not be found sufficient; 
and also a provision that if at any time the state of the Thames 
was such as not to require the adoption of these measures the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department might dispense 
with them. 

Mr. Tire entered into a lengthened explanation of the 
operations of the Metropolitan Board of Works, and said the 
most active steps were being taken to deodorise the sewers 
leading into the river. 

Mr. Ruwtey said the effluvium in the committee-rooms of the 
house was all but insupportable. They were obliged to have 
all the windows closed, or they must have quitted the rooms. 

After a short discussion, the motion for leave to bring in the 
bill was negatived without a division. 


? 
Aedical Helos. 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, DEATHS, AND 
APPOINTMENTS. 


* In these lists, an asterisk is prefixed to the names of Members of the 
Association. 


BIRTHS. 

Bartow. On July 3rd, at 5, Union Street, Southwark, the 
wife of G. H. Barlow, M.D., of a daughter. 

Crass. On July 2nd, at Poole, Dorset, the wife of Alfred 
Crabb, M.D., of a daughter. 

GraveLy. On June 30th, at Newick, the wife of *Richard 
Gravely, Esq., Surgeon, of a son. 

Hare. On June 27th, at Great Baddow, Essex, the wife of 
*H. Hare, M.D., of a son. 

HeEnstey. On June 27th, at Bath, the wife of Henry Hensley, 
M.D., of a son. 

Leacu. On July 2nd, at 22, Union Street, Southwark, the 
wife of Henry Leach, Esq., Surgeon, of a son. 

Marriorr. On July 4th, at Swaffham, Norfolk, the wife of 
R. B. Marriott, Esq., Surgeon, of a daughter. 

Reap. On June 29th, at 1, Gordon Place, Kensington, the 
wife of Thomas Lawrence Read, Esq. Surgeon, of a 
daughter. 
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Ruae. On June 29th, at 7, Clapham Road Place, the wife of 
George Philip Rugg, M.D., of a daughter. 

Srurces. On July Ist, at 1, Sidney Square, Mile End, the 
wife of Montague J. Sturges, M.D., of a son. 

WesstTEeR. On June 30th, at Peckham Rye, the wife of George 
Webster, Esq., Surgeon, of a son. 


MARRIAGES. 

Dicxson—Waters. Dickson, John Frederick, Esq., student 
of Christ Church, Oxford, eldest son of Robert Dickson, 
M.D., to Annie, second daughter of the late Rev. R. J. Waters, 
D.D., at St. George’s, Hanover Square, on June 30th. 

Gatry—Browninc. *Gatty, William Henry, Esq., Surgeon, 
of Market Harborough, to Elizabeth, second daughter of the 
late William Hardwick Browning, Esq., of Stoke Newington 
Green, at Hornsey, on June 30th. 

MackeNz1E—DvupGeEon. Mackenzie, Duncan P., Esq., Execu- 
tive Engineer, Mysore Commission, son of William Mac- 
kenzie, M.D., of Culbo, late of the Madras Establishment, 
to Cecilia Mary, second daughter of the late William Dud- 
geon, Esq., of Edinburgh, on July Ist. : 

Russett—Lorimuer. Russell, P. N., Esq., of Sydney, Australia, 
to Charlotte, eldest daughter of Alexander Lorimer, M.D., 
Secretary to the Director-General, Medical Department, 
Madras, at Edinburgh, on June 23rd. 

Strunt—Norwoop. Stunt, George, Esq., Surgeon, of Haver- 
thwaite, Lancashire, to Mary Ann, elder daughter of W. 
Norwood, Esq., of the Grove, Bulham, near London, on 
June 22nd. . 

Turner—Fincu. Turner, Edward Goldwin, Esq., to Catharine 
Louisa, eldest daughter of Cuthbert Finch, M.D., late of the 
Bengal Medical Service, at Trinity Church, Paddington, on 
June 30th. 

WetTHERED—Burper. Wethered, Charles, Esq., Surgeon, of 
Stroud, Gloucestershire, to Cecilia, youngest daughter of the 
late John Burder, Esq., of Codham Hall, Essex, at Finch- 
ingfield, Essex, on June 30th. 


DEATHS. 

AnpERSON, James, Esq., Surgeon, late H.E.I.C.S., at Dalston, 
aged 67, on July 3rd. ’ 

GraHam. On July 5th, at Granton Hotel, near Edinburgh, 
David, second son of the late Robert Graham, M.D., Pro- 
fessor of Botany in the University of Edinburgh. 

Harris. On June 28th, at Westbourne Place, Eaton Square, 
aged 59, Eliza, widow of the late Henry Harris, Esq., Bengal 
Medical Establishment. 

Parkinson, Wm. Handcock, M.D., at Brussels, on June 18th. 

TuHornton. On June 23rd, at Margate, aged 7, Mary, daughter, 
of W. H. Thornton, Esq., Surgeon. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Doxzert, Horace, M.D., appointed Physician to the Royal 
Infirmary for Diseases of the Chest. . 

Hartey, George, M.D., elected Professor of Medical Jurispru- 
dence in University College, in the room of W. B. Car- 
penter, M.D., resigned. 

Sxey, Francis Wakefield, Esq., appointed, by the Queen, Sur- 
geon in the Artillery Company of London for the term 
of five years. 


PASS LISTS. 

Royat CornLEGE or SurcEons. Memsens admitted at the 
meeting of the Court of Examiners, on Friday, July Ist, 
1859 :— 

CaTtutn, W., jun., Highbury Place, Islington 

Cotiinas, F. H., Clifton 

Crotty, C., Dublin 

Hayes, H. R., Bandon, co. Cork 

Maciure, W. M. G., Nassau, New Providence 

Nort, W. F., Lucas Road, Kennington Park 

Nunn, Roger, Ixworth 

RumBor, T., Chiswell Street 

At the same meeting of the Court— 

Macponatp, J. D., passed his examination for Naval 
Surgeon. This gentleman had previously been ad- 
mitted a member of the College: his diploma bearing 
date June 15th, 1849. 


ApotTHecaries’ Hatt. Members admitted on Thursday, 
June 23rd, 1859 :— : 
Browne, Charles William, West Indies 
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Hopson, Arthur Cort, Shelford, Lancashire 
Jones, John Thomas, Llanyrys, Denbighshire 
Kent, Edmund Jackson, Hampton, Middlesex 
WarvEN, Thomas Messenger, Stourport, Worcestershire 
The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed 
their first examination :— 
Bromtey, John Bourne, Lye, near Stourbridge, Worces- 
tershire 
Busx, Danvers Ward, 28, Finsbury Circus 
Dawson, Frederick, Union Place, Islington 
Ferniz, Edward, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire 
Mutter, Thomas, Boyton, Suffolk 
Watker, Richard Pettifer, Birchfields, near Birmingham 
Thursday, June 80th :— 
SpopeE, Josiah, Tasmania 
The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed 
their first examination :— 
JEAFFRESON, Horace, Framlingham, Suffolk 
Lancaster, William James, Barnsley, Yorkshire 
Martin, Timothy Henry, Merthyr Tydvil 
MircHexL, Thomas Carter, Kempston, Bedfordshire 
Royte, Arnold, Southampton 
Wates, John, Downham Market, Norfolk 
Winearte, Robert, Hareley, near Spilsby, Lincolnshire 
WINKFIELD, Alfred, Bedford 
University oF Oxrorp. Degrees conferred at a Congrega- 
tion held on June 30th :— 
Bachelor of Medicine. 
BripceEs, John Henry, Oriel 
Harvey, Edward Robinson, Christ Church 
Newman, Augustus, St. John’s 


HEALTH OF LONDON:—WEEK ENDING 

JULY 2nxp, 1859. 
[From the Registrar-General’s Report.)} 
THE mortality in London begins to increase, as is usual at 
this period of the year. The deaths, which were 913 and 970 
in the two previous weeks, rose to 1,024 in the week that ended 
last Saturday. In the ten years, 1849-58, the average number 
of deaths in the weeks corresponding with last week was 1,126 ; 
but, as the deaths returned for last week occurred in an in- 
creased population, they can only be compared with the average 
raised in proportion to the increase, namely, with 1,238. It 
appears, therefore, that the deaths registered last week were 
less by 214 than the number as obtained by calculation; but it 
should be observed that deaths on which inquests have been 
held are now registered with greater uniformity than they were 
previously, when they were permitted to accumulate to the end 
of the quarter, a circumstance which to a considerable extent 
affects the comparison. The average number of deaths from 
violence registered in the last week of the spring quarter, in 
previous years, was 107, whereas, last week the number 
was 48, 

The diarrhea of summer is now making perceptible pro- 
gress. In the last three weeks the deaths caused by it have 
been successively 20, 34, and 58. Of these 58, all except two 
occurred to children, and a very large proportion to infants in 
their first year. It is remarkable, that while 16 deaths from 
diarrhoea occurred last week in the west districts, 13 in the 
north, 17 in the east, and 11 in the south, only one occurred in 
the central group; which, besides other districts, comprises St. 
Giles, Holborn, Clerkenwell, and the City. A child died at 6, 
Austin Street, Hackney Road, from diarrhea, in a family where 
two other deaths have occurred within a month, in consequence, 
it is stated of deficient drainage, which is now remedied. A 
boy died of cholera, after six days illness, at 79, High Street, 
Shadwell; and another of “choleraic diarrhea (four days),” 
at 36, Charles Street, Saffron Hill. A sailor was drowned in 
the London docks, and the coroner's jury were of opinion, that 
though he had been immersed only three minutes, recovery 
was rendered impossible by the foul condition of the water. 
There were 42 deaths from scarlatina; also 21 from diphtheria, 
three of these in the sub-district of Belgrave, three in that of 
Long Acre. A child was choked by a cherry stone, another by 
a nutshell. A girl, aged three years, died, on June 22nd, from 
sunstroke. Six persons died from intemperance, besides five 
whose deaths are recorded as caused by delirium tremens. 

Last week the births of 883 boys, and 907 girls, in all 1,790 
children, were registered in London. In the ten corresponding 
weeks of the years 1849-58, the average number was 1610, 


At the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, the mean height of 








the barometer in the week was 29-907 in. The barometer in- 
creased from 29-73 in. on Sunday, to 30°02 in. on Saturday, being 
the lowest and highest readings in the week. The mean tem- 
perature of the week was 63.5°, which is 2°2° above the average 
of the same week in forty-three years (as determined by Mr, 
Glaisher). The mean daily temperature was about 8° above 
the average on Sunday and Monday; it fell below the average 
on Wednesday and two following days. The thermometer in 
the shade rose to its highest point on Sunday, when it was 813°; 
it fell to its lowest on Thursday, when it was 48°5°. The ex- 
treme range of the week was, therefore, 32°8°. The mean daily 
range was 21°1°. The difference between the mean dew-point 
temperature and air temperature was 7°7°. The mean degree of 
humidity of the air was 77. The mean temperature of the 
water of the Thames was 65°6°, or 2°1° higher than that of the 
air. On Sunday the wind blew from the south-east; on the 
last three days from the north and north-east. Rain fell in the 
week to the amount of 1°24 in., chiefly on Saturday. There 
was thunder and lightning in the morning of Sunday (the 26th 
ult.) ; and again a severe thunder storm between eleven and 
twelve o'clock on the night of Saturday. The lightning, which 
continued during four hours, almost without intermission, was 
unusually vivid, and illuminated the whole sky. Rain fell to 
the depth of 0°8 in.; but the storm did not approach very near 
the Observatory, and no damage was done in that neighbour- 
hood. 





CamprincE University Mepican Hostet. We learn that 
Dr. Humphry has taken the requisite measures, in accordance 
with the new statutes, for having his house recognised as a 
University Hostel; and that he has done so for the purpose of 
enabling medical students, who reside with him, to keep 
terms, graduate in arts or medicine, and enjoy the other privi- 
leges of the university, without its being necessary for them to 
joi a college or incur any additional expense beyond the 
ordinary university fees. It appears that, owing to various 
changes which have been lately made, the courses of education 
directed by the Cambridge Medical Board and the College of 
Surgeons and other Medical Corporations in London, are so 
harmonised, that while the student is keeping terms and 
attending lectures in the Medical School of the University and 
the practice of Addenbrooke's Hospital, with a view to obtain a 
degree in medicine, he is also qualifying for all the London 
diplomas in surgery as well as medicine. Moreover, the pre- 
vious examination of the University, which candidates for 
M.B. are obliged to pass, is accepted as an equivalent for the 
preliminary examination for the membership and fellowship 
of the College of Surgeons, so that those who have passed the 
former are not required to go in for the latter. The advan- 
tages of these arrangements will be best appreciated by those 
who are conversant with the new Medical Act, and have con- 
templated the changes in the medical profession that are likely 
to result from it. One object of them is to unite the Univer- 
sity and the College of Surgeons more closely together, and to 
induce a greater number of that large and important class of 
medical students who purpose practising surgery as well as 
medicine, to resort to the University; it having always been a 
matter of regret, both on account of the University and the 
profession, that so few of that class have hitherto been able to 
obtain the benefits of a university education. Two of the great 
difficulties—the expense and the time required—are now, in 
great measure, removed; for the student may commence resi- 
dence in a University Hostel, where he is under the immediate 
surveillance and instruction of the principal of the hostel, and 
begin to keep terms, at the age at which he usually goes to 
reside with a medical practitioner, and at about the same cost. 
He may spend the first three years in acquiring general and 
medical knowledge in Cambridge, instead of in some other 
town; he may then proceed to London for two or three years’ 
study in the great metropolitan schools; and then, having passed 
the necessary examinations, he can obtain the M.B. degree 
of the University and the membership or fellowship of the 
College of Surgeons, and be thereby qualified to practise me- 
dicine and surgery in any part of the United Kingdom. (Cam- 
bridge Chronicle.) 


Austrian Rep Tape. Dr. Koch, an Austrian staff-physician, 
who was taken prisoner, amuses himself and annoys his un- 
fortunate subordinates by making them send in daily reports, 
and by issuing lengthy circulars. The poor man evidently 
tries to persuade himself that Milan will again fall into the 
hands of the Austrians, and that he shall get an order or some 
other reward for his attention to business. 
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ILLEGAL PRACTICE: HOW THEY MANAGE 
MATTERS IN FRANCE. 


A Mr. R.. residing at Gault, department of Loir et Cher, prac- 
tising the profession (sic) of bone-setter (rebouteur), had been 
attending a lady for a fracture which had remained unconsoli- 
dated. Encouraged by the Medical Association, Miss X, the 
patient, brought an action against Mr. R. for damages. At 
the same time, the medical practitioners of the department 
announced their readiness to come forward in aid of the plain- 
tiff. In a fright at these proceedings, the bone-setted compro- 
mised with his patient, who accepted an indemnity of 800 
francs. Afterwards, on being summoned before the Tribunal of 
Correctional Police at Vendéme, he offered, an hour before the 
audience, an arrangement with the medical gentlemen to the 
following effect :— 

_ “On condition that the proceedings initiated by the profes- 
sion be set aside, etc., etc., etc., Mr. R., on his part, enters into 
@ formal engagement on his honour to do nothing in future 
which shall have any connexion whatever (qui touche de prés 
ou de loin) with the practice of medicine, and especially to ab- 
stain from all operations of bone-setting. And, in assurance 
of his sincerity in making this engagement, he further pro- 
mises, and enters into securities, to pay a fine of 3,000 francs 
to the medical men of the department, in the event of formal 
proof of his having broken his engagement. The treaty to be 
in force for five years. Mr. R. to pay all the legal and other 
=" incurred. Done at Vendéme, the 10th of June, 

After all this, the poor wretch of a bone-setter was sentenced 
by the Tribunal, with which a compromise was not possible, to 
fifteen days imprisonment and a fine of 50 francs; so that he 
was pretty well done at Vendéme. (Gazette Hebdomadaire, 
June 24th, 1859.) 





Committan oF “Dr. WaTTEeRS” AND HIS CoLLEAGUE. On 
Friday, June 17th, John Nicholl Watters, alias Dr. Watters, 
and Claude Edwards (notorious for their connection with 
the “Bennett gang”, were brought up on remand before 
the Hon. G. C. Norton, in the Lambeth Police Court, to 
undergo a further examination in reference to the charge 
of conspiring to defraud Mr. Thomas Jones of one guinea. 
Since the first investigation, other charges had been pre- 
ferred against them, which were gone into on the present occa- 
sion. Mr.Jones,who resided in Mount Street, Grosvenor Square, 
being afflicted with deafness, went to a house, No. 28, Mount 
Gardens, Westminster Road, which purported to be occupied 
by the prisoner Watters, and who professed by the medicines 
he supplied to be able to cure deafness. It was now stated by 
Mr. Lewis, that he should bring forward evidence to connect 
the prisoner with an establishment which was a few years ago 
in existence at No. 32, Spring Gardens, and known as the 
British and Foreign Free Ear Dispensary, with which the no- 
torious Bennett was at that time connected. Mr. John C. Roope 
said he was a clerk in the Medical Registration Office, 82, Soho 
Square. A medical vegister of qualified practitioners was kept 
there. There was no such name as John Nicholl Watters in the 
list. Mary Anne Stanley, 184, Prospect Place, St. John’s Wood, 
stated that in the month of October 1857, she saw an adver- 
tisement in the newspaper, in which deafness was purported 
to be cured at “the British and Foreign Free Ear Infirmary.” 
She saw Edwards there. She asked to see the prisoner Wat- 
ters, who afterwards came in. He examined her ears and said 
he could cure her in eight days. He added that he had seen 
sixty patients that day, and that he had been deaf himself, and 
had cured himself. Among his patients cured was an admiral, 
who had been deaf several years. She asked him what he would 
charge? He replied £8 or £9. She left, and the same night 
Edwards brought her a box containing three phials. She gave 
him £9 3s., and he gave her a receipt signed J. N. Nicholls. 
One bottle contained a lotion to bathe the back of the ear, and 
another contained medicine to drop into the ear; there was 
also an embrocation. The medicine did no good. It did an 
injury at the time. She afterwards had another bottle, which 
he said was more expensive. After she applied it she got 
worse. Similar evidence was given by several other witnesses. 


Inspector Young produced several printed papers found at the 
prisoner’s premises, in Mount Street, referring to the Free Ear 
Infirmary. The prisoners were again remanded till Friday, June 
24th, On being then brought up, Mr. Lewis said that from the 
inquiries that had been instituted, it had been ascertained that 
the prisoner Watters had, so far back as about the year 1833, 
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pleaded guilty to a charge of arson, and was sentenced to 
cighteen months imprisonment; and, subsequently to that, had 
been tried, convicted, and sentenced to three years imprison- 
ment, for personating other persons at the Surgeons’ Hall. 
His worship would be also told, by a witness whom he should 
call, that the prisoner had a second fire, of a very suspicious 
character ; but no prosecution took place. Mr. Lewis then 
read some extracts from evidence, given by Edwards on the 
triai, of an indictment preferred by Stowell, the informer, 
against Mr. Haynes, an attorney, for conspiring with the Ben- 
netts to obtain money, and which indictment had been prefer- 
red without any previous inquiry. On that trial the prisoner 
Edwards was called as a witness, and said, “I live at 28, North 
Street, Limehouse. I was in the employment of Messrs. Ben- 
nett, Brothers, of 32, Spring Gardens; they carried on the 
business of aurists. I know the defendant Haynes. I have 
seen him frequently at 32, Spring Gardens. I was assistant to 
compound the medicine, and gave it to the patients. I know 
the composition of the medicine perfectly well. There were 
five compositions: ear-drops, embrocation, injection, fumiga- 
tion, and tincture. This latter contains the embrocation, and 
this the injection. This is urine. They are all the same, dif- 
ferently coloured. The fumigation has no oil in it. The others 
have oil. This one is train oil, what they call cabbage oil, and 
urine. ‘This red mixture is a solution of cochineal and urine. 
The urine extracts the colour from the cochineal. This one is 
drops for the ear. Two or three of these went together, and 
they were charged from Is., to £2, £3, and £4. It depended 
on the patients. We had a great many patients. I should 
imagine twenty or thirty a day. I kept the books and made 
entries. I have not the books with me. The profit was at 
least £2,000 for each of the two brothers Bennett.” Mr. Joshua 
Woolrich, of 64, South Street, Grosvenor Square, deposed that 
in consequence of an advertisement, he called at No. 32, Spring 
Gardens, and there observed a plate with the words “ British 
and Foreign Infirmary for the Cure of the Diseases of the Ear 
and Eye,” on the door, and also the name of “ Dr. Watters.” 
He was shown into a room by a livery servant, and saw the 
prisoner Edwards, whom he addressed, saying he came for the 
cure of deafness, and asked for Dr. Watters. Edwards replied 
that he was Dr. Watters. Commenced examining his ears, and 
said he was quite confident he could cure him in a fortnight 
for £2 2s., or £2 5s.; that it was mere nervousness, and that 
the remedies were to b2 applied to the ear. He then left the 
room and came back with a large and small bottle; said he was 
to use the large one with a syringe to his ears, and the small 
one was to rub outside the ears. He said the charge was £2 
5s.6d.,and he (witness) paid it. He used the “stuff” as directed, 
but found that instead of its doing him any good it made him 
ill; and, in consequence, he went the following week, when he 
again saw Edwards, whom he told he received no benefit; but 
had suffered great pain by the use of the medicine he gave him. 
Edwards said the case was worse than he at first thought it to 
be, and he required a further sum of £2 10s., for a vapour 
bath, which would cure him; and produced a lamp and tube. 
The witness here produced a small instrument, about five 
inches high, which resembled a small lamp, with a small tube at 
the top, like a blow-pipe. Its appearance created much laugh- 
ter. The prisoner, he said, on giving him this instrument, told 
him he was to purchase some tincture of myrrh, soak it in 
some wool, burn the latter in the lamp, and while it was so 
burning to place the end of the tube into his ear, so that the 
vapour might pass in. He paid him the £2 10s. Witness used 
the vapour bath, and in doing so suffered excruciating pains in 
his head; and after applying it for seven or eight times became 
so ili that he was obliged to keep his bed. On the following 
week he went again to Spring Gardens, and saw a young man, 
who said he was the brother of Dr. Watters; that the Dr. W. 
was not at home, and that he (witness) was to keep on the 
same remedies until the following week. He did so, and on 
the following week called again, when he saw the prisoner 
Watters, who represented himself to be merely a friend of 
the doctor’s, and always attended his patients in his absence. 
The prisoner had no doubt he should cure him ina short time ; 
that he did not think witness had been treated properly by 
Dr. Watters, but that he should attend to him himself, and had 
no doubt of effecting a cure. The young man he (witness) at 
first saw came into the room with a bottle of medicine, for 
which he demanded 17s. 6d., but witness told him he could not 
pay it. The young man said he could not have it without 
paying something on account, and he gave him 2s. 6d., pro- 
mising to give him the remainder when he next came. He 
subsequently summoned the party to the Westminster County 
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Court to recover his money, as the stuff he received was not of 
the least use to him ; but they nevér appeared to the summons, 
and he lost his money. The Chief Clerk here read over the 
testimony given on a former examination by Mr. J. E. D. 
Rodgers, the medical analyst, respecting the medicine supplied 
by the prisoners to their unfortunate patients.—‘ The three 
bottles produced were delivered to me in a parcel, sealed up. 
I have examined the lead-coloured liquid in one of the small 
bottles. It contains asmall quantity of sulphate of zinc, and a 
quantity of compound spirit of lavender, and a little iron 
deposit, as if some iron oxide had been put in. The medicine 
is not of the slightest use in deafness, neither the ingredients 
nor the proportions. The large bottle contains a small quan- 
tity of sulphate of lead, deposited, and zine in solution—no 
doubt the result of a mixture of sulphate of zine and acetate 
of lead, mixed with water; and it is not at all useful in curing 
deafness. The small bottle contains either rancid olive oil, or 
rape oil, and a little oil of elder, with a little soap, apparently 
made by the addition of an alkali. That mixture would not 
cure deafness. I should not like to put it into my ear. It 
would irritate it.” Evidence was given of the fact of the pri- 
soner’s assuming the name of Dr. Locock; after which both 
were fully committed for trial. At the termination of the case, 
Mr. Norton complimented Mr. Jones, the prosecutor, for his 
persevering conduct in bringing the prisoners to justice, and 
told him the public were very much indebted to him for taking 
up such gross imposture. 





Prize Essay on SmaLt-Pox anv Vacctnation. The Medical 
Society of Geneva offers, for the year 1860, a prize of 1,000 
francs (£40), and an accessit of 500 francs (£20), to the au- 
thors of the best two unpublished works on questions relating 
to small-pox, varioloid, varicella, vaccination, and revaccina- 
tion. The competitors are desired to attend particularly to the 
following points :—1. Inquire, by a comparison of the principal 
epidemics of small-pox which have prevailed in Europe during 
the nineteenth century, whether this disease has a tendency 
to increase in frequency, and what are the forms under which 
it is presented in the vaccinated; 2. Determine whether re- 
vaccinated subjects are completely and definitely protected 
from small-pox; if the contrary be the case, point out the 
degree and the duration of the protection; 3. Sum up, in 
practical conclusions, the data furnished in the answers to the 
preceding questions. The essays, written in French, German, 
English, Italian, or Latin, must be addressed, post free, before 
June Ist, 1860, to the Secretary of the Society. The name of 
each author must be inclosed in a sealed envelope attached to 
the memoir. The Society reserves the right of publishing at 
its own expense, in French, the whole or part of the prize 
essays. If none of the essays are judged worthy of the prize, 
or of the accessit, the question will be again brought forward 
for competition. 


DisGRACEFUL ConpDucT OF THE Minirary AUTHORITIES. A 
dispute has arisen between the military authorities and the 
board of guardians at Chatham, relative to the manner in 
which lunatic soldiers who have become inmates of the lunatic 
asylum, Fort Pitt, are discharged from that establishment as 
paupers, and allowed to become chargeable to the parish in 
which Fort Pitt Hospital is situated. For some time past, the 
military authorities have been in the constant habit of getting 
rid of those insane soldiers who are incurable and without 
friends, by removing them from the hospital, and turning them 
into the streets of Chatham, the parish authorities having pre- 
viously received intimation of the place and hour at which 
they would be released from military control, in order that, 
under the existing statutes, they might make arrangements for 
apprehending the lunatics so discharged, and removing them 
to the workhouse, where they, of course, become chargeable to 
the Board of Guardians. In consequence of repeated instances 
of the kind having recently occurred, several remonstrances 
have been addressed by the guardians to the military authori- 
ties, but without at all checking the practices complained of. 
Under these circumstances, the Board of Guardians have had 
the matter brought before the authorities connected with the 
War Department, who have taken the opinion of the law 
officers of the Crown on the subject, the result of which has 
been that the law officers give their opinion that under the 
existing Acts, the military authorities are fully justified in the 
course they have adopted. As the maintenance of so large a 
number of lunatic military paupers entails a considerable ex- 
pense on the union, steps are about to be taken to bring the 
subject before Parliament, with a view to remedying the evil. 





POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 


Tne following letter has been addressed to the Poor-Law 
Board by Mr. Griffin :— 
“ 12, Royal Terrace, Weymouth, July Ist, 1859. 

“ My Lorps AND GENTLEMEN,—I beg most respectfully to 
call your attention to the complaints of the Poor-Law Medical 
Officers, with the hope that you will immediately take their 
case into your serious consideration. A full account of their 
grievances will be found in the accompanying pamphlets; and 
in No. 3, pages 30 and 32, is the following statement of the 
Right Hon. T. Sotheron-Estcourt, the then President of your 
honourable Board:—‘ Looking at the question practically, L 
think we have made some progress. Last May there was 
almost a doubt as to whether there was a grievance; but now 
the existence of the grievance is admitted. What I hope to do 
is, in the course of the present session to prepare a Bill (if we 
can arrive at a solution of the difficulty); lay it on the table of 
the House ....it may then be printed and circulated in the 
shape of a Bill towards the end of the session; and, if it is duly 
considered during the recess, there will next session be no 
difficulty in carrying it. ... The matter ought not to remain in 
its present state; and if I continue in office, I shall use the 
best means in my power to put the question on a better footing, 
and to make such arrangements as will be satisfactory both to 
you and the public.’ 

“The above quotation will enable your honourable Board to 
understand the position of the question whilst in the hands of 
your predecessors; and as the Army and Navy Medical Depart- 
ments have been placed upon a more equitable footing by 
order of Her Majesty’s Government, I earnestly hope that 
your medical officers, upwards of 3,000 in number, and who 
have annually the treatment of more than a million and a 
quarter of the sick poor of England and Wales, will have their 
grievances removed, and their services so requited that they 
may be enabled to do their duty to the poor without feeling 
that, as is the case in too many instances at present, the paltry 
pittance accorded to them by the guardians* does not pay for 
the cost of suitable medicines, omitting all consideration of the 
value of the time and talents devoted to a service which is 
public, and therefore ought to be remunerated in an equitable 
manner. 

“In the accompanying pamphlets will be found almost all 
that can be stated on the subject; but should your honourable 
Board desire to make further inquiries of your medical officers, 
and will name a day for a deputation to wait upon you, I will 
call a meeting for that purpose; or at any time I will attend 
personally to answer queries, or to assist in preparing measures 
for a reasonable adjustment of the question. Once again I 
pray your honourable Board will take up our cause without de- 
lay, and carry out the promises made by your honourable pre- 
decessors when in office; and that you will carefully remodel a 
system which is cruel in the extreme to very many of your 
ofticers, and, I greatly fear, is also injurious to the welfare of 
the sick poor. 

“T have the honour to be, my Lords and Gentlemen, 

* Your obedient servant, 


“RicHarp GRIFFIN. 
“ Poor-law Board.” 


The following letter from the Right Hon. T. Sotheron- 
Estcourt, on quitting the office of President of the Poor-law 
Board, explains the intentions of your immediate prede- 
cessors :— 

“ 4th March, 1859. 

“ Dear Srr,—I assure you that it is a matter of regret to 
me that I should be transplanted to a new office from one 
where I had gradually become exceedingly interested in the 
management, and where I was engaged in watching the pro- 
gress of certain proposed improvements, and hoped to have 
been permitted to bring them to maturity. Amongst those, I 
need not tell you, the scheme for an alteration of the method 
of medical relief holds a chief place; and I am anxious to lose 
no time in informing you, and through you the gentlemen with 
whom you are associated in this matter, that my successor, 
Lord March, expresses to me a wish to identify himself with 
me in the course which I have hitherto followed in this busi. 
ness; that it will not be necessary to reproduce before him the 
papers and documents, or to restate the arguments which you 





* “Seventy-nine medical officers receive less than one shilling per patien? 
gs per case, 


they attend, and eight hundred and six less than three shillin: 
though the duration of illness averages twenty-two days.” 
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have already furnished to me, and that he will, at as early a 
riod as other business will allow, attentively consider the 
aoe sth of the question, with a view to a practical measure. 
“ TI am, dear Sir, yours very truly, 
“'T, SorHERON Estcourt. 
“ R. Griffin, Esq., Weymouth.” 





Mrrrary Surcery unDER Dirricurties. A military physi- 
cian, who was taken prisoner by the French at Magenta, has 
addressed an extremely interesting letter to a colleague in 
Turin. The writer of the letter, with several of his fellow 
physicians, remained at Magenta after the retreat of the 
Austrian army, in order to tend the wounded. As a measure 
of precaution, a white flag was hoisted over the house which 
served as an infirmary, but still it was attacked by the Zouaves. 
Several of the patients were shot dead; and Dr. Forst, a regi- 
mental physician, was wounded while attending to a wounded 
Frenchman. The confusion which ensued was fearful. ‘“ Some 
poor wretches sought shelter in the cellar and garret, some 
attempted to kill themselves by knocking their heads violently 
against the wall, and others jumped out of the windows. I 
ran to one of the windows, and called out to the assailants that 
the house was full of wounded and helpless men. Their arms 
were clamorously demanded, and when they were surrendered, 
order was restored.” The physician, who is now at Milan, 
says that the allies have an enormous number of wounded. 
He works from morning till night in the hospital of St. Am- 
brogio; but he has uot received one farthing for his trouble, 
although he has lost both baggage and money. “TI possess,” 
says he, “the clothes which I have on my back and my sabre, 
but nothing else.” 








TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





An AssocraTE, BLacksuRN. Graduates of any British University have a 
legal right to the title of Doctor of Medicine. It is very doubtful whether 
Licentiates of Colleges of Physicians possess a similar right. 

ANONYMOUS CORRESPONDENTS should always enclose their names to the 
Editor; not for publication, but in token of good faith. No attention can be 
paid to communications not thus authenticated. 

Membersshould remember that corrections for the current week’s JOURNAL 
should not arrive later than Wednesday. 


POSTAGE OF MANUSCRIPT AND PRINTED MATTER. 


Any amount of manuscript or printed matter, singly or together, provided 
it contains nothing in the form of a written letter, is transmitted through 
the post, in packets open at the ends, at the following rates: not exceeding 
4 ounces, one penny; above 4 and not exceeding 8 ounces, twopence; above 
8 ounces and not exceeding 1 pound, fourpence; for every additional half- 
pound or under, twopence. 


NOTICE.—Dr. WynTER will feel obliged if the Associates will address 
all Post Office Orders in payment of Subscriptions, to the Publisher, 
Mr. THomas JoHN HoNeEyMAN, 37, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London, W.C., “ Bloomsbury Branch”; and he would also feel 
obliged by their sending all communications respecting the non-receipt of 
the Journal, to the same address; as both these matters are out of the 
province of the Editor. 
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SECRETARY OF THE RoyaL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT CoLLEGE; Dr. Hypz 
Satrzr; Dr. LockHart RoBERTSON; AN ASSOCIATE; Mr. R. GRIFFIN; 
A Docror oF MEDICINE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH; MR. JAMES 
Dutvey; Mr. J. Wrient Baker; Mr. T. Hotmes; Dr. W. O. MarKHAM; 
Dr. J. Watson; Mr. PererR Martin; Mr. W. Sankey (Dover); Mr. REp- 
FERN Davies; Mr. HecksTat. Suits; Dr. P. H. WiLuiAMs; Mr. A. T. H. 
Waters; Dr. T. M. Rooke; Mr. T. M. Stone; Dr. Bannam; Dr. HERa- 
Pato; and Mr. G. Hornsy. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

[* An Asterisk is prefixed to the names of Members of the Association. ] 

L, Chloroform in Labour. By F. R. Macdonald, M.D.Edin. Edinburgh: 
Sutherland & Knox. 1859. 

2. On Cancer. By Maurice H. Collis, M.B. Dublin. 1859. 

3. Description of a Simple Instrument for Inflating the Lun 

« born in an Asphyxiated State: with Remarks. By J. G. 

Glasgow. 1859. 

4, An Inquiry into the Curability of Consumption, the Prevention, and the 


Progress of Improvement in the Treatment. By *James Turnbull, 
M.D. Third Edition. London: Churchill. 1859. 


5, A Memoir on the Treatment of the Epidemic Cholera, read before the 
Members of the French Academy of Sciences: with their Report 
thereon. By Joseph Ayre, M.D. don: Churchill. 1859. 


556 


of Infants 
ilson, M.D. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The introduction of the Spiral Elastic 


PRINCIPLE in Surgical appliances is the SOLE INVENTION 

OF Mr. P. BOURJEAURD, Parenree, and the élite of the Medical pro- 
fession, in recognition of the fact, uniformly recommend his Spiral Elastic 
Stockings, Knee-Caps, Ankle Socks, Abdominal Supporters, Hernia Appa- 
ratuses, etc., as being the only Elastic Bandages and appliances ever invented, 
that secure permanent and accurately regulated compression of the parts 
affected, without seams or lacing. The consequence has been, highly benefi- 
cial results to an almost incredible extent; hence the disgraceful manner in 
which unprincipled imitators, altogether incapable of devising any thing 
useful themselves,—totally unacquainted with anatomical and physiological 
laws, and the nature, cause, and effects of Hernia, dema, etc.,—commit the 
most barefaced piracies upon the inventions, woodcuts, and advertisements, 
with the intent to rob Mr. Bourseaurp of his well-earned reputation. 

The Spiral Elastic Compressional Appliances are constructed solely by, and 
can be obtained only of, Mr. P. BOURJEAURD, Inventor and Patentee, at 
his establishments, which are strictly private, No. 11 DAVIES STREET, 
BERKELEY SQUARE, near Mivart’s Hotel; and 11 RUE DES BEAUX 
ARTS, PARIS. All others are spurious imitations. 

Notre.—Patients of limited means and the poor are supplied at charges not 
exceeding the cost of Articles made of the common elastic fabric. At home 
Jrom 11 to 6 o'clock. 








JOZEAU'S COPAHINE MECE 


Or SACCHARATED CAPSULES, approved of by the French College of 
Physicians, successfully administered in the Paris and London Hospitals, 
and acknowledged by them to be the best remedy for the cure of certain 
diseases. (See the “Lancet” of 6th November, 1852; ‘*‘ Medical Times,” 
10th December, 1852; a copy of which will be forwarded on application.) 
Price per 100, 4s. 6d.; 50, 2s. 9d. 

To be had of the Inventor, GABRIEL JOZEAU, sole French Chemist, 
49, Haymarket, London, whose name is printed on the Government Stamp, 
and all the principal Chemists of England. 








“PULVIS JACOBI VER. NEWBERY’S.” 
[iphtheria, Fevers, Hooping Cough, 


ete., etc. We beg to caution the profession against imitations 
of this invaluable medicine, for so many years prescribed as “ Pulvis Jacobi 
Ver.”, but to which it is now necessary to add the name “ Newbery’s”, 
to secure prescribers against the substitution of articles advertised as 
James’ Powder, but which have nothing in character, dose, or effect, with the 
original article, which has been prepared at 45, St. Paul’s Churchyard 
continuously since its introduction in 1746. 
Price—1 oz. Bottles, 11s.; 40z. Do. 4s.6d.; with the usual allowance to 
RUPTURES.—BY ROYAL LETTERS PATENT. 


the profession. (Signed) F. NEWBERY & SON. 

eo ’ ° e 
W hite’s Moc-Main Lever Truss is 
allowed by upwards of 200 Medical Gentlemen to be the most effectual 
invention in the curative treatment of HERNIA. The use of 
a steel spring, so often hurtful in its effects, is here avoided; 
a soft bandage being wornround the body, while the requisite 
resisting power is supplied by the MOC-MAIN PAD and 
PATENT LEVER fitting with so much ease and closeness 
that it cannot be detected, and may be worn during sleep. A 
descriptive circular may be had, and the Truss (which cannot 
failto fit) forwarded by post, onthecircumference of the body 
two inches below the hips being sent to the Manufacturer, 

MR. WHITE, 228, PICCADILLY, LONDON. 

Price of Single Truss, 16s., 2ls., 26s.6d., and 81s. 6d.; 
postage, 1s. Double Truss, 3ls.6d., 42s., and 52s. 6d.; 
postage, 1s.8d. Post-office Orders to be made payable to 
Joun WHITE, Post-office, Piccadilly. 

ELASTIC STOCKINGS for VARICOSE 
VEINS, and all cases of Weakness and Swelling of the 
Legs, Sprains, etc. They are porous, light in texture, and 
inexpensive, and are drawn on like an ordinary stocking. 
Price from 7s. 6d. to 16s. 











, JOHN WHITE, MANUFACTURER, 228, PICCADILLY, LONDON. 











